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Mission Statement
We, the worshipping community of the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany, rooted in the Gospel
and the celebration of the Eucharist, seek to make known God’s love in the
world through serving one another, sharing our faith and welcoming all.
Most Reverend Edward B. Scharfenberger, D.D.
Bishop of Albany
Very Reverend Anthony Ligato, Rector
Anthony.Ligato@rcda.org
Mr. James M. Agnew, Deacon
James.Agnew@rcda.org
Mr. Timothy J. Kosto, II, Deacon
Timothy.Kosto@rcda.org
Ms. Pilar Dell, Office Manager
Cicalban@rcda.org
Dr. Timothy Reno, Director of Music
renot@rcda.org
Dr. Thomas Fowler, Religious Education
Ffcathedraloftheimmaculateconception.albany@rcda.org
Mr. David G. Ucci, Facilities Manager
dgucci4@gmail.com
Mrs. Kathy Zorian, Bookkeeper
bkcica@rcda.org
Mr. Mark Ciavardoni, Social Services & Food Pantry
Mark.ciavardoni@rcda.org
Patrick Buonocore & Don Riano– Sacristans
Patrick.buonacore@rcda.org

Schedule of Liturgical Celebrations
The Holy Eucharist (Mass)
The Lord’s Day:
Sunday 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Weekdays:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday 7:15 a.m.
Holy Days:
Please check the bulletin and website.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 11:30 a.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m., 4:00 p.m.
and other times by appointment

125 Eagle Street Albany, New York 12202-1718
Telephone: 518-463-4447
Email: CICAlban@rcda.org Website: www.cathedralic.com

A stunning Reversal of Fortune
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
How can one liturgy communicate the triumph and tragedy of Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
fully and completely. But that is what the Liturgy for this Sunday must accomplish. It does it
very well from Jesus’ triumphal entrance into Jerusalem to Jesus’ passion and death on the
cross, we come to experience in this one liturgy God’s culminating plan of salvation. This stunning reversal of fortune begins in triumph then takes a tragic turn and ultimately with the celebration of Easter will have a final reversal. All the scriptures for Palm Sunday of the Lord’ Passion reveal the reversal from triumph to tragedy and then the reversal which leads to the Resurrection.
Jesus enters triumphally into Jerusalem with shouts of joy as people proclaimed, “Blessed is the
king who comes in the name of the Lord.” (Luke 19:28-40) Those shouts that proclaimed Jesus
as king would be turned into shouts of Crucify Him, Crucify Him, in the Passion of Our Lord
from the Gospel of Luke 22:14-23:56. The reversals can be seen implicitly in Jesus’ triumphal
entry into Jerusalem.
The first reading from Isaiah 50: 4-7 is the third of four suffering servant songs which tells us
about this servant who will suffer vicariously for the sins of us all. This poetic suffering servant
song reveals the reversal theme we hear in today’s readings. The servant will be rejected by the
people of Israel, and he will suffer and be mocked and ridiculed. Even though he will suffer for
the word he has been sent to proclaim with his well-trained tongue, he will not rebel, nor will
this servant turn back no matter how extreme the suffering will be. “I gave my back to those who
beat me, my cheek to those who plucked my beard; my face I did not shield from buffets and
spitting.” The suffering of the servant; has a purpose, and the reversal is seen through the vicarious suffering of the servant; we will be given the help of God, just as God helps his faithful servant. “The Lord God is my help therefore I am not disgraced.”
The Passion of the Lord from the Gospel of Luke 22:14-23:56 gives us an understanding that
Jesus saw himself above all else as a servant. The title servant is a Messianic title which reveals
what Jesus will do on the cross. The conversation after dinner reveals an important teaching to
the Apostles on what it means to be a servant. Jesus tells the Apostles in preparation of his passion, and he does so by addressing their table conversation. “Then an argument broke out
among them about which of them should be regarded as the greatest.” (Lk. 22:24) To help them
to understand the Passion and their own ministry, he tells them that they are to be servants.
None of them will use authority to benefit themselves but rather they are to serve as Jesus serves
on the cross. Jesus offers a benediction prayer for the Apostles, that they will have the Kingdom
conferred on them and that they will eat and drink at his table in the Kingdom and that their
faith will not fail. They are to follow the example of the suffering servant who does not falter.
Psalm 22’ response follows the shouts we heard when Jesus entered Jerusalem, “Blessed is the
King who comes in the name of the Lord and the shouts we hear in the Passion, Crucify Him,
crucify him. This time we hear the cry, My God, My God why have you abandoned me. Jesus
himself says these very same words on the cross. These are words that will bring about a reversal and the verses of the Psalm also reflect that reversal. The first verse tells us of the suffering
of the servant while the final verse tells us of the glory of God. Just as Psalm 22 reminds the people of Israel that they are to give glory to God for God’ mighty deeds which have been handed
down through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The New covenant is to be proclaimed so that we never forget the mighty Deeds of God the Father through his servant and Son. The Philippians
Hymn which we hear in the second reading on Passion Sunday is one of the oldest of all creeds,
for that is what it is, a creed that tells us of the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ. And each time
we proclaim this creed we proclaim how Jesus Christ has brought about the reversal of fortune
for all humanity through his blood to be shed on the cross.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Anthony
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PALM SUNDAY
A PALM SUNDAY REFLECTION
Palm Sunday is a day to celebrate but it carries a
terrible warning. Those who acclaimed Jesus as
King then became those who called for his crucifixion. To follow Jesus means being able to resist following the crowd. There is always a sense of rebellion about being a follower of Jesus. Jesus was a
rebel, which is why he was crucified. Discipleship
is very costly. We follow Jesus, not only through
the joy of Palm Sunday. We are to sit at his feet in
the temple. (Not all discipleship is doing thingsmuch is attentive listening.)
We are to wash the feet of this weary world.
We are to share in the Last Supper and like Him be
broken and poured out for the world.
We are to watch and pray with Him in Gethsemane.
We are to be mocked and condemned with Him.
We are to suffer, be desolate and die with Him.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer summed up the cost of discipleship in the words "When Jesus calls a man, He
bids him come and die."

ANNUAL DIVINE MERCY CONSECRATION
Bishop Scharfenberger is inviting Catholics
throughout the Diocese to join him in a 33day
preparation period starting Tues-day, March 22,
with the book: 33 Days to Merciful Love, by Father
Michael Gaitley, MIC. The preparation will lead to
the annual diocesan Divine Mercy Consecration at
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception on
Divine Mercy Sunday, April 24, 2022, at 11:00am.
Please find more information on the webpage:
www.rcda.org/DivineMercyConsecration

The Annual Cathedral Parish Brunch will be
May 1st,2022 at Wolferts Roost Country Club.
We hope you are able to join us!
Registration forms can be found at the entrance way tables.

Lectio Divina Group meets April 6th & 20th at
7pm. Please contact Deacon Jim Agnew with
any questions.
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Collection Report:
The collection for April 3rd, was $2,371.00
Thank you to all who give to the Cathedral.
THE CATHEDRAL OFFERS ON-LINE GIVING
You can make your charitable donations online.
Just go to the Cathedral website at
www.cathedralic.com. At the top of the main page
you will see the link to make your donation. It’s
quick, easy and SECURE!

Special collection for Ukraine, Today!
St. Vincent DePaul Society

If there is a family or person you know in
our area who needs assistance, please encourage them to call the St. Vincent De
Paul Society “hotline” number for assistance. 518-807-5058
Diocesan Appeal
We currently have pledged $46,170.00 towards are goal of $67,745. There have been
134 gifts given thus far, with the average
gift amount being $333. If you have not yet
pledge your gift for the 2022 Diocesan appeal you can do so online at: thediocesanappeal.org/donate or by mail to the Office of Stewardship & Development | 40 N.
Main Ave., Albany, NY 12203
Please pray for our sick;
Matthew Kryzkowski, Catherine Holmes, Luca
James Holmes,Tod Fowler, Frank Therio, Dave
Worden, Mary Caluori, John Travis, James
Frueh, Jean Rounds, Fr. William Pape, Fr. Frank
O’Connor, Jeffrey Abraham, Robert Buell, Lucy
Apisa, Stephen Beattie, Thomas Bendon, Grace
Isabelle Caruso, Mary Faith Colvin, Patricia
Contti, Theresa Cooney, Marc Daniels, John
Dare, Jr., Denise Degasparis, Michael Dolan,
Ann Doherty, JoAnn DeLucia, Diane Fontanelli,
Janette Fusco, Bernice Girma, Kelly Hemming,
Thomas Bendon, Jean Gutbrodt, Bryan Hanley,
Jacqueline Heisler, Kelly Hemming, Douglas
Hoffeler, Dorothy Jordan, Reny Jose, Bill Keane,
Amy Keegan, James Laung,, Gayle Leonard,
Rebecca Leno, Therese Lenz, , Ted Murawski,
Marie-Ann Melenfant, John McGrath, Mary
Grace Meneses , Stephanie Merenda, Diane
Mueller, Shane O’Donnell, Catherine Rappazzo,
Mark Roman, Megan Ruthman, Adam Ventura,
Sebastian Vicencio, Richard Warner, Raphael

April 3, 2022
Cathedral Liturgical Celebrations, Meetings
and Mass Intentions for the week of April
9,2022-April 17,2022

Saturday, April 9,
9:00AM Mass
Sunday, April 10,
11:00AM Mass
5:00 PM
Mass
Monday, April 11,
12:15 PM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Tuesday, April 12,
7:15 AM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Wednesday, April 13,
12:15 PM Mass
Intention: Cesar Osorio
5:15PM Holy Hour
Thursday, April 14,
5:15PM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
10:00pm Night Prayer
Friday April 15,
9:00AM
Morning Prayer
3:00PM
Stations of the Cross
5:15PM
The Lords passion

Saturday, April 16,
9:00AM Mass
8:00PM Vigil of Easter
Sunday, April 17, Easter
11:00AM Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
1:00PM
Baptism
5:00 PM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
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April 3, 2022

Holy Thursday,

Mass of the Lord’s Supper
14 April

5:15 p.m. Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
After the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper, the
Eucharist will be reserved for adoration and quiet prayer
until 10:00p.m. Night prayer will be at 10:00 p.m.

Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion
15 April
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
11:00a.m-1: 00p.m Confession
3:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross
5:15 p.m. The Lord’s Passion

Holy Saturday
16 April

9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
11:00a.m-1:00p.m Confession
8:00 p.m. Great Easter Vigil

Easter Sunday
17 April

11:00 a.m. Mass
5:00 p.m. Mass
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