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Mission Statement
We, the worshipping community of the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany, rooted in the Gospel
and the celebration of the Eucharist, seek to make known God’s love in the
world through serving one another, sharing our faith and welcoming all.
Most Reverend Edward B. Scharfenberger, D.D.
Bishop of Albany
Very Reverend Anthony Ligato, Rector
Anthony.Ligato@rcda.org
Mr. James M. Agnew, Deacon
James.Agnew@rcda.org
Mr. Timothy J. Kosto, II, Deacon
Timothy.Kosto@rcda.org
Ms. Pilar Dell, Office Manager
Cicalban@rcda.org
Dr. Timothy Reno, Director of Music
renot@rcda.org
Dr. Thomas Fowler, Religious Education
Ffcathedraloftheimmaculateconception.albany@rcda.org
Mr. David G. Ucci, Facilities Manager
dgucci4@gmail.com
Mrs. Kathy Zorian, Bookkeeper
bkcica@rcda.org
Mr. Mark Ciavardoni, Social Services & Food Pantry
Mark.ciavardoni@rcda.org
Patrick Buonocore & Don Riano– Sacristans
Patrick.buonacore@rcda.org

Schedule of Liturgical Celebrations
The Holy Eucharist (Mass)
The Lord’s Day:
Sunday 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Weekdays:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday 7:15 a.m.
Holy Days:
Please check the bulletin and website.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 11:30 a.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m., 4:00 p.m.
and other times by appointment

125 Eagle Street Albany, New York 12202-1718
Telephone: 518-463-4447
Email: CICAlban@rcda.org Website: www.cathedralic.com

A Way Forward
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
How often has a way forward seemed like a way that leads backward? Take for example the situation
of the people of Israel in today’s first reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 43:16-21, Isaiah tells
the people of Israel who are in exile in Babylon that God will not only give them a way forward out of a
difficult period of suffering in their lives. God will also give them a way forward which will come as a direct result of their exile. God will not only restore Israel again as a nation, but God will do something new
that will surpass the mighty deeds when God freed the Israelites from slavery and death in Egypt. Now
God will show them a way forward from the bondage of exile in Babylon. Toward the end of the Babylonian exile, Isaiah looked forward by first looking backward with a message of hope to the people of Israel. “See I am doing something new! Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? (Isaiah 43:19) The Exile
like the slavery and bondage in Egypt was a way forward for the people of Israel to be restored back to
the land even though it was experienced as if they are going backward. God will give them even greater
way forward than they could imagine.
The post Resurrection and Pentecost Church read this passage from Isaiah with greater insight, this way
forward is the promise of God given by the Prophet Isaiah, “Thus says the Lord, who opens a way in the
sea and a path in the mighty waters.” (Isaiah 43:16) The way forward is the promised Messiah, the shepherd who will lead captive Israel back to the Promised Land and reestablish the glory of God’ kingdom.
The Messiah will suffer and die to bring this about, “remember not the events of the past, the things of
long ago consider not; see, I am doing something new!” (Isaiah 43:18) This new way forward Isaiah
speaks of is not simply a way through their suffering by coping with the injustice and unforgiveness of the
world but rather a way forward which makes everything better and new.
True righteousness as St. Paul speaks about it is a direct way forward that comes not from keeping the
commands of God’s law as an external precept. True righteousness comes from loving Jesus Christ and
giving ourselves completely over to Christ. “I have been taken possession of by Jesus Christ. Brothers and
sisters, I for my part do not consider myself to have taken possession.” (Phil 3:8-14) Jesus in his taking
possession of us has brought to us healing and forgiveness, the true way forward.
After all it was Jesus who bent down to lift up the Adulterous woman and show her and all humanity a
new way forward. Jesus first looks backward when the Adulterous was laying in the dirt as the crowd was
readying to stone her to death. “Jesus bent down and began to write on the ground with his finger. But
when they continued asking him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let the one among you who is
without sin, be the first to throw a stone at her.” (John 8:1-11) The law provided the right to stone those
who caught in the act of adultery, both male and females alike. That was the look backward to enable
them to see a new way forward. When Jesus straightened up, he lifted the Adulterous woman up with
him.
This is the something new Isaiah was speaking about, a new way forward that is peaceful, forgiving, merciful and just. Not simply a way through our difficulties but rather a way forward that lifts us out of our
difficulties and the difficulties of the world. The Psalm invites us to sing out in celebration that the Lord
Jesus Christ has shown us a new way forward. “The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with
joy.” (Psalm 126) The mighty deeds of our God are seen in the cross of Jesus Christ, it is through the cross
that we find the new way forward.
With war raging in Ukraine and the world on the brink of war because of Russia’ attack on Ukraine and
with all the violence, hatred, and suffering throughout the world, isn’t it time we finally try this new way
forward?
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Anthony
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Fifth Sunday of Lent Ordinary Time
Chrism Mass
According to the ancient tradition of the
Church, the Bishop gathers with his priests
and people to celebrate the blessing of the holy
oils that are used to administer the sacraments throughout the year. Three oils are
blessed. The Oil of Sacred Chrism is used to
anoint newly baptized persons, those who receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, and to
dedicate new altars and churches. The Oil of
Catechumens is used to anoint those preparing for Baptism. The Oil of the Sick is used to
anoint those who are ill, facing surgery, and
the elderly.
You are encouraged to participate in this liturgy. It is a joyful experience. It is also an expression of the unity of the diocese as most
parishes have a representative present in the
person of the pastor, administrator, parish life
director or lay representatives. As the Cathedral Parish, we fulfill our privileged place in
the diocese as the Mother Church.
The Mass of Chrism will be celebrated in the
Cathedral on Thursday, April 7th at 7:00 p.m.
This mass will be live streamed at
www.rcda.org/livestream.
Chrism Mass will enhance that symbolism and
provide each of us with a wonderful way to enter into the mysteries we celebrate the following week, Holy Week. God’s peace be yours.
The Annual Cathedral Parish Brunch will be
May 1st,2022 at Wolferts Roost Country Club.
We hope you are able to join us!
Registration forms can be found at the entrance way tables.

Lectio Divina Group meets April 6th & 20th at
7pm. Please contact Deacon Jim Agnew with
any questions.
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Collection Report:
The collection for March 27th
was
$1,858.00
Thank you to all who give to the Cathedral.
THE CATHEDRAL OFFERS ON-LINE GIVING
You can make your charitable donations online.
Just go to the Cathedral website at
www.cathedralic.com. At the top of the main page
you will see the link to make your donation. It’s
quick, easy and SECURE!

St. Vincent DePaul Society
If there is a family or person you know in
our area who needs assistance, please encourage them to call the St. Vincent De
Paul Society “hotline” number for assistance. 518-807-5058
Diocesan Appeal
We currently have pledged $44,573.00 towards are goal of $67,745. There have been
134 gifts given thus far, with the average
gift amount being $333. If you have not yet
pledge your gift for the 2022 Diocesan appeal you can do so online at: thediocesanappeal.org/donate or by mail to the Office of Stewardship & Development | 40 N.
Main Ave., Albany, NY 12203
Please pray for our sick;
Matthew Kryzkowski, Catherine Holmes, Luca
James Holmes,Tod Fowler, Frank Therio, Dave
Worden, Mary Caluori, John Travis, James
Frueh, Jean Rounds, Fr. William Pape, Fr. Frank
O’Connor, Jeffrey Abraham, Robert Buell, Lucy
Apisa, Stephen Beattie, Thomas Bendon, Grace
Isabelle Caruso, Mary Faith Colvin, Patricia
Contti, Theresa Cooney, Marc Daniels, John
Dare, Jr., Denise Degasparis, Michael Dolan,
Ann Doherty, JoAnn DeLucia, Diane Fontanelli,
Janette Fusco, Bernice Girma, Kelly Hemming,
Thomas Bendon, Jean Gutbrodt, Bryan Hanley,
Jacqueline Heisler, Kelly Hemming, Douglas
Hoffeler, Dorothy Jordan, Reny Jose, Bill Keane,
Amy Keegan, James Laung,, Gayle Leonard,
Rebecca Leno, Therese Lenz, , Ted Murawski,
Marie-Ann Melenfant, John McGrath, Mary
Grace Meneses , Stephanie Merenda, Diane
Mueller, Shane O’Donnell, Catherine Rappazzo,
Mark Roman, Megan Ruthman, Adam Ventura,
Sebastian Vicencio, Richard Warner, Raphael
Warner , Mary Redmond

April 3, 2022
Cathedral Liturgical Celebrations, Meetings
and Mass Intentions for the week of April
3,2022-April 10,2022

Saturday, April 2,
9:00AM Mass
10:30AM Baptism
Sunday, April 3,
10:00AM Baptism
11:00AM Mass
Intention: Lucia Santos
5:00 PM
Mass
Intention: Rosela Magbanua
Monday, April 4,
12:15 PM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Tuesday, April 5,
7:15 AM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish

Wednesday, April 6,
12:15 PM Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
5:15PM Holy Hour
Thursday, April 7,
7:15AM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
7:00PM Chrism Mass

Friday April 8,
12:15PM Mass
5:15PM
Stations of the Cross
Saturday, April 9,
9:00AM Mass
Sunday, April 10, PALM SUNDAY
11:00AM Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
5:00 PM
Mass
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April 3, 2022

Holy Thursday,

Mass of the Lord’s Supper
14 April

5:15 p.m. Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
After the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper, the
Eucharist will be reserved for adoration and quiet prayer
until 10:00p.m. Night prayer will be at 10:00 p.m.

Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion
15 April
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
11:00a.m-1: 00p.m Confession
3:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross
5:15 p.m. The Lord’s Passion

Holy Saturday
16 April

9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
11:00a.m-1: 00p.m Confession
8:00 p.m. Great Easter Vigil

Easter Sunday
17 April

11:00 a.m. Mass
5:00 p.m. Mass
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