CATHEDRAL OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
Established 1848

Mission Statement
We, the worshipping community of the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany, rooted in the Gospel
and the celebration of the Eucharist, seek to make known God’s love in the
world through serving one another, sharing our faith and welcoming all.
Most Reverend Edward B. Scharfenberger, D.D.
Bishop of Albany
Very Reverend Anthony Ligato, Rector
Anthony.Ligato@rcda.org
Reverend Juanito Asprec, Parochial Vicar
Reverend Paul Mijas, Parochial Vicar
Paul.Mijas@rcda.org
Mr. James M. Agnew, Deacon
James.Agnew@rcda.org
Mr. Timothy J. Kosto, II, Deacon
Timothy.Kosto@rcda.org
Ms. Pilar Dell, Office Manager
Cicalban@rcda.org
Dr. Thomas Fowler, Religious Education
Ffcathedraloftheimmaculateconception.albany@rcda.org
Mr. David G. Ucci, Facilities Manager
dgucci4@gmail.com
Mrs. Kathy Zorian, Bookkeeper
bkcica@rcda.org
Mr. Mark Ciavardoni, Social Services & Food Pantry
Mark.ciavardoni@rcda.org
Patrick Buonocore & Don Riano– Sacristans
Patrick.buonacore@rcda.org

Schedule of Liturgical Celebrations
The Holy Eucharist (Mass)
The Lord’s Day:
Sunday 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Weekdays:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday 7:15 a.m.
Holy Days:
Please check the bulletin and website.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 11:30 a.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m., 4:00 p.m.
and other times by appointment

125 Eagle Street Albany, New York 12202-1718
Telephone: 518-463-4447
Email: CICAlban@rcda.org Website: www.cathedralic.com

Who is the Jesus of Advent?
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Today we rejoice for our Saviors coming is at hand. The Third Sunday of Advent is known in Latin as Gaudete Sunday. The
translation of the word Gaudete is to Rejoice. This Sunday is so named from our second reading from Philippians 4:4-7,
“Rejoice in the Lord always”. The message to rejoice is counter cultural, especially in light of the ongoing anxiety caused by
the variants of the Corona Virus and the impact the virus is having on our daily lives. Along with that escalating inflation
which is hitting our wallets as well as the general unrest and violence on streets and in our culture. The Third Sunday of
Advent invites us to retreat from such concerns and rejoice in the Lord. To retreat does not mean to ignore the reality of
situation in our lives, rather this Third Sunday of Advent encourages to recognize that the Lord is always with us, and this
knowledge is the reason for our rejoicing.
Each of the previous two Sundays have brought us comfort and joy by helping us to understand the Jesus of Advent and
how we come to know and recognize Jesus as the Son of God in the scriptures. The titles of the Jesus of Advent reveal who
Jesus is, why has he come into the world and what will he do for us. Important questions for us to reflect upon in these
difficult times. The First Sunday of Advent revealed Jesus as Son of Man and Son of David. As Son of Man, he brings God’s
divine Judgment which is loving and merciful. As Son of David, he ushers in the Kingdom of God. On the Second Sunday of
Advent, we came to know Jesus as Messiah and Prophet. As the promised Messiah he brings recreation into the world
through his suffering, death, and resurrection as the Son of God. As prophet he fulfills the promise made long ago through
the words of the prophets. He is the word made flesh, the living embodiment of God’s prophetic word.
On this Third Sunday of Advent Jesus is revealed to us as the anointed one of God, “Now the people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts whether John might be the Christ.” (Luke 3: 10-18) John answers by saying,
“one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals.” John reveals himself not as the Christ
but rather as the precursor to the Christ. The baptism that he was offering in the Jordan was a preparation for the Christ.
John points to Jesus as the Christ, the anointed one and so the fifth title for the Jesus of Advent is the Christ. The people
asked John what they should do. John calls them to far exceed what they are currently doing in their lives as people of
faith.
In the same way the Prophet Zephaniah (3:14-18a) exhorts the people of Israel to return to God with Faithfulness. The
people of Israel had turned to false God’s prior to the exile in Babylon and Zephaniah who himself inspired Jeremiah calls
them to re-consecrate their lives to God. His message is one of rejoicing not condemnation. He calls them to prepare for
the Day of the Lord, “Fear not, O Zion, be not discouraged. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a mighty savior; he will
rejoice over you with gladness, he will sing joyfully because of you, as one sings at festivals.” The Christ, God’s anointed
one brings gladness into the world. The Christ is God’s servant. This servant is someone of importance. This servant has
been anointed by God, meaning he has been chosen by God as his servant. This servant will suffer for the people of Israel.
The suffering servant will bring restoration not to the land of Israel but to each person. So, the servant suffers for your sins
and mine, for your failings and my failings. This servant will suffer vicariously for us. He will suffer in our place. Isaiah
speaks about the suffering servant four different times in the Book of the Prophet Isaiah; 42:1-4, 49:1-6, 50:4-9 and 52:1353:12. These are known as the Suffering Servant Songs.
Jesus presents himself after his baptism in the Jordan and battling the temptations in the desert as Christ and servant. He
began his public preaching by entering the synagogue in Nazareth and speaking the words first prophesized by Isaiah, “The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me; therefore, he has anointed me. He has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind and release to prisoners. To announce a year of favor from the Lord.
(Luke 4:18-19) Jesus as Christ and Servant has freed us from suffering and death through his own taking upon himself our
sinfulness and our sufferings. We have all been freed from the captivity of sin and death, in what way has Jesus given you
liberty by freeing you from captivity? Often, we are blinded by our own ambition and greed, how has Jesus brought greater insight to your life by allowing you to see yourself more clearly? We build the walls of our own prisons brick by brick, sin
by sin, selfish deed by selfish deed. What prison has Jesus released you from by his willingness to be a suffering servant?
Jesus was anointed for this, to bring glad tidings to the poor and therefore we rejoice on this Third Sunday of Advent. For
happily we are all the poor who need our Lord’s liberty and release. Never has it been clearer to us all as the corporate
Body of Christ than in these difficult times, that we will only experience liberty and release from the pandemic, social and
cultural unrest, and escalating inflation; when we finally turn our lives over to the Christ, the anointed one.
We are sent as Christ’s anointed servants to announce glad tidings to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives, recovery of
sight to the blind and release to prisoners. To announce a year of favor from the Lord. What Jesus has done for us, we are
to do for one another, Rejoice and bring these glad tidings to a world that has become weary and drowsy.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Anthony
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Third Sunday of Advent
Advent Reconciliation Service

Collection Report:
The collection for December 5th was $2,315.00
The second collection was $554.00
Thank you to all who have given to the Cathedral.
Next Weeks Second collection is for Restoration

On Wednesday, December 15th beginning at
7:00pm, the Cathedral will offer our traditional
Communal Reconciliation Service. There will be
several visiting priest confessors available for
individual reconciliation and absolution.

If you would like to receive offertory envelopes mailed directly to you, please email
the office at cicalban@rcda.org

Sacred Relics of the Saints
The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
presents a teaching and exposition of Sacred
Relics on Monday December 13 at 6:30 pm. Father Carlos Martins, a Vatican-appointed expert
on relics will be here with an extraordinary Vatican collection of over 150 relics, some as old as
2,000 years. This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, we hope to see you there!

Christmas Liturgy Schedule:
Friday, December 24, 2021 5:00pm Vigil Mass
Saturday, December 25, 2021 at both 12:00am
(midnight) and 10:00am
Solemnity of Mary, January 1st,2022 at 10:00
am

Altar Flowers
Envelopes are now available in the office or at
the church entrances for those who would like
to make a donation for Christmas altar flowers.

Please pray for our sick; Tod Fowler, Frank
Therio, Dave Worden, Mary Caluori, John
Travis, James Frueh, Jack Krieger, Jean
Rounds,Fr. William Pape, Fr. Frank O’Connor,
Jeffrey Abraham, Robert Buell, Lucy Apisa, Stephen Beattie, Thomas Bendon, Grace Isabelle
Caruso, Mary Faith Colvin, Patricia Contti, Theresa Cooney, Marc Daniels, John Dare, Jr.,
Denise Degasparis, Michael Dolan, Ann
Doherty, JoAnn DeLucia, Diane Fontanelli,
Janette Fusco, Bernice Girma, Kelly Hemming,
Thomas Bendon, Jean Gutbrodt, Bryan Hanley,
Jacqueline Heisler, Kelly Hemming, Douglas
Hoffeler, Dorothy Jordan, Reny Jose, Bill Keane,
Amy Keegan, James Laung,, Gayle Leonard, Rebecca Leno, Therese Lenz, , Ted Murawski, Marie-Ann Melenfant, John McGrath, Mary Grace
Meneses , Stephanie Merenda, Diane Mueller,
Shane O’Donnell, Catherine Rappazzo, Mark
Roman, Megan Ruthman, Adam Ventura, Sebastian Vicencio, Richard Warner, Raphael
Warner , Mary Redmond

Live-Stream Ministry
We are in the early stages of organizing a live
stream ministry. If you enjoy technology, social
media and would like to put your gifts to work
please speak with our Liturgical Coordinator
Patrick or Pilar in the office on how you can get
involved!

2022 Calendar
The 2022 Calendar will be available for pick up
on the tables throughout the Cathedral. We
would like to thank Veritas Heating and Cooling
for sponsoring this years Calendar!

*If you are aware of any of the above having
been restored to good health, please call the
Parish Office! Thank you!*
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December 12, 2021
Cathedral Liturgical Celebrations, Meetings
and Mass Intentions for the week of December 12, 2021 – December 19, 2021

Saturday, December 11,
Sunday, December 12,
11:00AM
Mass
Intention: Paul Cappiello
Intention: Karin Gross
Intention: Anthony Fischetti
Intention: Flame of Love of The Immaculate
Heart of Mary
4:00PM
Baptism
5:00 PM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Monday, December 13,
12:15PM Mass
Intention: Victoria Mahar
Intention: Barbara Robinson
6:30PM Sacred Relics of the Saints
Tuesday, December 14,
7:15 AM
Mass
Intention: John Sulzman
Wednesday, December 15,
12:15 PM Mass
Intention: Niketa Williams (Living)
7:00PM Advent Reconciliation Service
Thursday, December 16,
7:15AM
Mass
Friday December 17,
12:15PM Mass
Intention: Arthur & Emily Thornton
Saturday, December 18,
Sunday, December 19,
11:00AM Mass
Intention: Salvatore Alessi
4:00PM
Baptism
5:00 PM
Mass
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December 12,2021
The 2021 Cathedral Christmas cards are
now available.
12 cards per box for $20.00.
Cards can be Purchased Monday-Friday at the
Rectory during office hours or Sundays before
or after mass in the Sacristy.

Giving Tree
We are once again partnering with Bishop Magin High
School to help students and their families in need this
Christmas Season.
The Christmas Tree is Decorated in the church with
Tags describing items requested. If you feel led to
donate you can help in a couple of ways. You can take
a tag or tags from the giving tree and purchase the
items listed on the tag(s).
Alternatively you can donate gift cards or make a
monetary donation which will be used to purchase
items off of the giving tree. There will be envelopes
located on the back tables that you may drop in the
offertory basket or you may mail a donation to the
rectory.
Please have any gifts returned by December 15th!
Thank you!
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