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Mission Statement
We, the worshipping community of the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany, rooted in the Gospel
and the celebration of the Eucharist, seek to make known God’s love in the
world through serving one another, sharing our faith and welcoming all.
Most Reverend Edward B. Scharfenberger, D.D.
Bishop of Albany
Very Reverend Anthony Ligato, Rector
Anthony.Ligato@rcda.org
Reverend Juanito Asprec, Parochial Vicar
Juanito.Asprec@rcda.org
Mr. James M. Agnew, Deacon
James.Agnew@rcda.org
Mr. Timothy J. Kosto, II, Deacon
Timothy.Kosto@rcda.org
Ms. Pilar Dell, Office Manager
Cicalban@rcda.org
Dr. Thomas Fowler, Religious Education
Ffcathedraloftheimmaculateconception.albany@rcda.org
Mr. David G. Ucci, Facilities Manager
dgucci4@gmail.com
Mrs. Kathy Zorian, Bookkeeper
bkcica@rcda.org
Mr. Mark Ciavardoni, Social Services & Food Pantry
Mark.ciavardoni@rcda.org
Patrick Buonocore & Don Riano– Sacristans
Patrick.buonacore@rcda.org

Schedule of Liturgical Celebrations
The Holy Eucharist (Mass)
The Lord’s Day:
Sunday 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Weekdays:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday 7:15 a.m.
Holy Days:
Please check the bulletin and website.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 11:30 a.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m., 4:00 p.m.
and other times by appointment

125 Eagle Street Albany, New York 12202-1718
Telephone: 518-463-4447
Email: CICAlban@rcda.org Website: www.cathedralic.com

Let us take Jesus with us wherever we go this Christmas!
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
There will be a great deal of excitement in the coming days at our ability to be together as family and friends this
Christmas after not being able to come together last Christmas. We are looking forward to visiting with family
and friends, those whom we see through out the year and those who we only see maybe a few times a year. Even
with our missing one another due to being separated by the pandemic, it may also be awkward. We may not have
much in common with some of our relatives and thus we don’t know what to say and the length of our separation
after almost two years does not make it any easier.
There may be family problems that are unspoken and thus unresolved which cause tension, and so everyone sits
there talking about nothing. That is difficult and stressful which can also be painful. It can be the same experience
when someone is sick or dying, we never know what to say. We forget that our visiting those who are sick or dying speaks volumes, because our presence alone can be a comfort. The awkwardness is also felt when someone
dies, what do we say that can be a comfort? We may have loved ones who have died, and this is the first Christmas they will not be with us. In many families the passing away of loved ones will mean some will have a blue
Christmas. In trying to help comfort family members we can feel totally inadequate. Believe it or not as priests
we feel like that ourselves in these types of situations, what do we say? What can we do to comfort those who are
grieving in the midst of the most joyous season? I learned as a priest early on better to say nothing and rather
show our concern by being there.
I learned that lesson from a young boy suffering from Leukemia who I was visiting in the hospital. I went in
thinking I was going to have a meaningful visit; he on the other hand had a different plan. He was playing his video game and was not going to stop because a priest came in to visit. After a few questions and a try to start a conversion and he only responding with a grunt and a shrug of his shoulders, I decided to watch him play his video
game. I learned from that boy it is not talking that matters so much, it is being there that counts. We should not
worry about what we are going to say to family members we have not seen in a while or how we are going to
comfort those who lost loved ones this Christmas, the only thing that is important is being there.
To be able to be present to others who may be having a difficult time this Christmas requires of us two things,
strength of faith and interior peace. The source of this strength and interior peace comes from the Lord and the
first reading from the Book of the Prophet Micah 5:1-4a; “He shall stand firm and shepherd his flock by the
strength of the Lord, by strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the Lord, his God: and they shall remain, for now
his greatness shall reach to the ends of the earth: he shall bring peace.” By being there, we bring with us the
strength of faith and the comfort of Christ’ peace. If we bring these two gifts with us as we visit one another this
Christmas, most likely we will be received well by those loved ones who may be suffering or those we have not
seen in a while.
When our Blessed Mother Mary goes to visit her cousin Elizabeth, she does not know how she is going to be received. After all there may be questions why Mary is so far along in her pregnancy in reference to marriage with
Joseph. Mary knew from the Angel Gabriel that Elizabeth was pregnant and that these two pregnancies had something to do with each other. “When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, blessed are you among women, and blessed is
the fruit of your womb.” (Luke 1:39-45) That greeting on the part of Elizabeth relaxed any tension that might
have existed for Mary.
For us, it is Jesus Christ himself that takes away any awkwardness and tension that may exist in our lives or even
on the occasions when we are visiting with others and haven’t any idea what to say or do. What we need to do is
pray before we enter these difficult moments, so that when we visit, we are not filled with anxiety but rather that
we remember the words of St. Paul, “we have been consecrated through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once and for all.” When we visit, we take Christ with us and when Christ is with us just as he was with our
Blessed Mother in the womb, there is never an awkward moment to our visits only opportunities to make Jesus
visible to others. I want to offer Christ’s Blessing for you all to have a Joyous and Merry Christmas.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Anthony
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Fourth Sunday of Advent
Altar Flowers

Collection Report:
The collection for December 12th was
$2,619.00
The collection on December 8th for the Immaculate Conception was $1,277.00
Thank you to all who have given to the Cathedral.

Envelopes are now available in the office or at
the church entrances for those who would like
to make a donation for Christmas altar flowers.

Live-Stream Ministry

If you would like to receive offertory envelopes mailed directly to you, please email
the office at cicalban@rcda.org

We are in the early stages of organizing a live
stream ministry. If you enjoy technology, social
media and would like to put your gifts to work
please speak with our Liturgical Coordinator
Patrick or Pilar in the office on how you can get
involved!

Christmas Liturgy Schedule:
Friday, December 24, 2021 5:00pm Vigil Mass

2022 Calendar

Saturday, December 25, 2021 at both 12:00am
(midnight) and 10:00am

The 2022 Calendar will soon be available for
pick up on the tables throughout the Cathedral.
We would like to thank Veritas Heating and
Cooling for sponsoring this years Calendar!

Solemnity of Mary, January 1st,2022 at 10:00
am

Giving Tree
We are blown away by your generosity. Thank
you to everyone who participated in the giving
tree.

Please pray for our sick; Tod Fowler, Frank
Therio, Dave Worden, Mary Caluori, John
Travis, James Frueh, Jack Krieger, Jean
Rounds,Fr. William Pape, Fr. Frank O’Connor,
Jeffrey Abraham, Robert Buell, Lucy Apisa, Stephen Beattie, Thomas Bendon, Grace Isabelle
Caruso, Mary Faith Colvin, Patricia Contti, Theresa Cooney, Marc Daniels, John Dare, Jr.,
Denise Degasparis, Michael Dolan, Ann
Doherty, JoAnn DeLucia, Diane Fontanelli,
Janette Fusco, Bernice Girma, Kelly Hemming,
Thomas Bendon, Jean Gutbrodt, Bryan Hanley,
Jacqueline Heisler, Kelly Hemming, Douglas
Hoffeler, Dorothy Jordan, Reny Jose, Bill Keane,
Amy Keegan, James Laung,, Gayle Leonard, Rebecca Leno, Therese Lenz, , Ted Murawski, Marie-Ann Melenfant, John McGrath, Mary Grace
Meneses , Stephanie Merenda, Diane Mueller,
Shane O’Donnell, Catherine Rappazzo, Mark
Roman, Megan Ruthman, Adam Ventura, Sebastian Vicencio, Richard Warner, Raphael
Warner , Mary Redmond

A note of thanks, we received from Bishop
Maginn
“I honestly don’t know if you know how much we
appreciate all you have done to help us. At this
point, I’m not sure which of my groups is having
the most difficult time. The inner city kids are
smack in the middle of violence, the refugees
from Myanmar struggle all the time and the new
families from Afghanistan are starting with nothing. Bless each and every member of the Cathedral family who has helped us! “

Holiday Hours
The Parish Office will be closed from Thursday
December 23 to Monday, January 3, in accordance with the Diocesan holiday schedule. Mass
was still be offered daily with the exception of
Monday, January 3rd. There will be no mass.
The Cathedral staff will be available via email
during this time.

*If you are aware of any of the above having
been restored to good health, please call the
Parish Office! Thank you!*
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December 19, 2021
Cathedral Liturgical Celebrations, Meetings
and Mass Intentions for the week of December 18, 2021 – December 26, 2021

Saturday, December 18,
Sunday, December 19,
11:00AM
Mass
Intention: Salvatore Alessi
4:00PM
Baptism
5:00 PM
Mass
Intention: Domingo & Amparo Agustin
Monday, December 20,
12:15PM Mass
Intention: Elvira & Vald (Living)
Intention: Mary Martits
Tuesday, December 21,
7:15 AM
Mass
Intention: Muneer Dominique (living)
Wednesday, December 22,
12:15 PM Mass
Intention: Patty Bullis
Intention: Eleanor D Maloney
Intention: Winfred A. Downes
Intention: Maria Mahar and Family (Living)
Thursday, December 23,
7:15AM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Friday December 24,
5:00PM Mass
Intention: Charles Maguire
11:30PM Lessons and Carols
Saturday, December 25, Christmas
12:00AM (Midnight) Mass
10:00AM Mass
Sunday, December 26,
11:00AM
Mass
Intention: Tom Killeen
5:00 PM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
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December 19,2021

Merry Christmas!
“In the Town of David, a Savior has been born to you;
He is Christ the Lord.”
The angel of the Lord announced this good news with
great joy
to the shepherds in the field, and ever since we have announced,
“Unto Us a Savior has been Born.”
Christmas is a season of joy for this very reason, the
love and generosity of
Our Heavenly Father has been expressed to us all
through the birth of His
Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ. We are filled with joy and
share that love not only during Christmas, but throughout the year.
May your Christmas be filled with the Peace and
Joy of the Christ Child.
Merry Christmas,
Fr. Anthony Ligato
Rector of the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception

Mask guidelines in the Cathedral have been updated in accordance with New York State requirements
for all indoor public places that have not implemented a vaccine requirement, and in alignment
with Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommendations for communities with substantial and high
transmission: Since the Cathedral is not implementing a vaccine requirement, every individual two
years of age and older is required to wear a mask
while in the Cathedral.
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