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A Welcome…  
From wherever you have traveled or have been led on your 

spiritual journey, we, the Catholic community of the  
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, are glad you are 

among us. We invite you to make yourself at home and  
consider joining our Christian way of life, worship and  

service in Jesus Christ.  
 

Our Mission Statement 
We, the worshipping community of the Cathedral of the 

Immaculate Conception of the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Albany, rooted in the Gospel and the celebration of the  
Eucharist, seek to make known God’s love in the world 

through serving one another, sharing our faith and  
welcoming all. 

 
 

 
 

 
Our Sacramental Life…  
  
The Holy Eucharist  
The Lord’s Day [Sunday]  
11:00am and 5:00pm  
  
Weekdays  
Monday, Wednesday & Friday: 12:15pm  
Tuesday & Thursday: 7:15am  
  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation [Confession]  
Monday, Wednesday & Friday  11:30am – 12:00pm  
Sunday  10:30am – 10:50am & 4:30pm – 4:50pm  
By appointment  
  
The Sacraments of Baptism and Marriage  
Please call the Parish Office [518.463.4447] and speak 
with staff to make arrangements and prepare for the  
celebration of these sacraments.  
  
Do you have questions  
about Jesus or Catholic Christianity?   
Is your spiritual journey leading you to being formed 
into a Christian or are you inquiring about coming into 
communion with the Catholic Church from another 
Christian community? Please call the Parish Office and 
speak with staff. [518.463.4447]  
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 On this holy feast, may the peace of 

our Lord in the Manger be with you and all 
those dear to you. May that same peace ex-

tend to all God’s holy people. St. Leo the 
great, in his Christmas homily, tells us that 
our Savior is born. That sadness should 

have no place on this birthday of life. He 
goes on: “No one is shut out from this joy; 
all share the same reason for rejoicing.” St. 

Leo specifically addresses the saint, the sin-
ner, and even the pagan. His world, like 

ours, was not unified. It was a world of dif-
ferent beliefs, different practices, different 
opinions leading even to violence. Yet this 

leader of the Church still spoke to all and 
invited all to be joy-filled. 

 
We celebrate this Christmas in a world 
where there is still war, still hatred and dis-

like, still suffering caused by us to one an-
other, and suffering we experience as part of 
the human condition. Still, let us pause. Let 

God’s glorious light, proclaimed by the an-
gels, be truly a part of your day. Let it re-

fresh you and strengthen you. Let it make 
you bolder, wiser, more joy-filled, and espe-
cially aware of the great love God has for us 

and the great desire God has that we do 
what is good and what is holy. 
 

God so loves us that God sent the Son into 
our world on this day. He lived among us, 

one of us, sharing our weakness, sharing 
our strength. He also lived among us to be 
close to us, to experience our life, and to 

show us love so great that he would suffer 
at our hands. Do not let His suffering be in 

vain. Let His life be our example and His 
peace be our strength. May you and I take 
God’s peace and joy into the world on this 

beautiful day, whose story is the child, God 
become human for us. 
    
     
 

Merry Christmas!  

“In the Town of David, a Savior has been born to 

you; He is Christ the Lord.” The angel of the Lord 

announced this good news with great joy to the 

shepherds in the field, and ever since we have an-

nounced, “Unto Us a Savior has been Born.”  

Christmas is a season of joy for this very reason, 

the love and generosity of Our Heavenly Father 

has been expressed to us all through the birth of 

His Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ. We are filled 

with joy and share that love not only during 

Christmas, but throughout the year.  

May your Christmas be filled with the Peace and 

Joy of the Christ Child. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

December 19th-25th 
 

19th: Kathleen Martin-Estus 

 
21: Josephine Maines 

 
22: Patty Bullis 
 

23: Fr. William Pape 



THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
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Giving tree 
This year we were able to provide Christmas gifts 
for 15 families!! None of this would have been pos-
sible without those of you who chose to take a tag 
off the tree, made a monetary donation or donated 
through amazon. Each year I am overwhelmed and 
inspired at this process, knowing that these families 
Holiday season has improved by our efforts is truly 
heartwarming and humbling. Thank you for all you 
have done to make the Giving Tree a success once 
again.  ~ Sincerely, Pilar  
 
 
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God 
On Sunday, January 1st, the Church invites us to 
celebrate the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the Mother of God, a holyday. We will of-
fer Mass together at 11:00am. Please note there 
will be no 5:00pm mass this day. 
 
Holiday Hours 
The Parish Office will be closed from Friday De-
cember 23 to Monday, January 2, in accordance 
with the Diocesan holiday schedule. Mass was still 
be offered daily with the exception of Monday, 
December 26th and Monday January 2nd, there will 
be no mass. Staff will be available via e-mail dur-
ing this time.  

 
 
Please pray for our sick;  
Maureen Peck, Matthew Kryzkowski, Catherine Holmes, 
Luca James Holmes,Tod Fowler, Frank Therio, Dave 
Worden, Mary Caluori, John Travis, James Frueh, Jean 
Rounds, Fr. William Pape, Fr. Frank O’Connor, Jeffrey Abra-
ham, Robert Buell, Lucy Apisa, Stephen Beattie, Thomas 
Bendon, Grace Isabelle Caruso, Mary Faith Colvin, Patricia 
Contti, Theresa Cooney, Marc Daniels, John Dare, Jr., Den-
ise Degasparis, Michael Dolan, Ann Doherty, JoAnn DeLu-
cia, Diane Fontanelli,  Janette Fusco, Bernice Girma, Kelly 
Hemming, Thomas Bendon, Jean Gutbrodt, Bryan Hanley, 
Jacqueline Heisler, Kelly Hemming, Douglas Hoffeler, Doro-
thy Jordan, Reny Jose, Bill Keane, Amy Keegan, James 
Laung,, Gayle Leonard, Rebecca Leno, Therese Lenz, , Ted 
Murawski, Marie-Ann Melenfant, John McGrath, Mary 
Grace Meneses , Stephanie Merenda, Diane Mueller, 
Shane O’Donnell, Catherine Rappazzo, Mark Roman,  Me-
gan Ruthman, Adam Ventura, Sebastian Vicencio, 
Richard Warner, Raphael Warner , Mary Redmond 

 
 
 

Living The Word with Deacon Tim Kosto: 

 
"(Matthew 1:18) This is how the birth of Je-

sus Christ came about. When his mother 
Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but be-
fore they lived together, she was found with 

child through the Holy Spirit. 
God came into the world without fanfare. 
Indeed, God came into the world with less 

than no fanfare – to a family situation that 
was scandalous enough for Joseph to di-

vorce Mary for it. How was Mary to explain 
to Joseph - 'It was God’s doing!'? Would you 
believe it? I would not believe it. Who could 

possibly believe it? When someone shows up 
claiming to be from God or have a message 

from God, we write them off as cranks and 
weirdos. No, I would not have believed it. 
And I certainly would not have wanted to 

explain it to my relatives, my friends, or an-
yone else for that matter. I would want to 
slink away, to back up time to a point before 

it happened. 
But God came that way anyway – into an 

inappropriate situation, into an indelicate 
and scandalous situation. There is a lesson 
in this, a clarion trumpet call. Because God 

entered the world this way it means two 
things for us. First, there is nothing so bad 
that God cannot make it holier and good. No 

sin of ours is beyond God’s grace to heal. No 
sin of any other person is beyond God’s 

grace to heal. They are still sins, ours, and 
theirs, but they are not beyond God’s (or 
our) forgiveness. Let God forgive you and 

heal you. Let God (and let us) forgive others. 
Second, if God will enter what is messy in 

the world, then we must as well. Our bap-
tism calls us to act, to get in the middle of 
messy things and help straighten them out 

– compassionately as Jesus did, firmly as 
Jesus did, with love as Jesus did. We can-
not judge a situation wrong and then sit by 

simply judging it. That is not enough. Get 
involved; make it better. It is far too easy to 

sit by and judge from afar. That is not what 
God did. God did not sit far off in heaven 
and judge. God came into our messy world 

and loved us in it. We must do the same." 
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Opportunities for Spiritual Growth 
 
Spiritual Resources 
New Pilgrim's Path www.newpilgrimpath.ie 
New Pilgrim Path is a website aimed at introduc-
ing fellow Christians of all denominations to the 
great wealth of online spiritual resources. Links to 
a variety of valuable websites on spirituality are 
provided. In addition to the permanent pages of 
Daily Prayer, Sacred Music, Inspiration, and 
Online Retreats, each week we feature a different 
Website of the Week, Poem of the Week and Mu-
sic of the Week. 
 
The Center for Action and Contemplation 
www.cac.org Franciscan Richard Rohr founded 
the Center for Action and Contemplation (CAC) in 
1987 to integrate both action and contemplation—
the two are inseparable. Contemplation is a way of 
listening with the heart while not relying entirely 
on the head. Contemplation is a prayerful letting 
go of our sense of control and choosing to cooper-
ate with God and God’s work in the world. Prayer 
without action, as Father Richard says, can pro-
mote our tendency to self-preoccupation, and 
without contemplation, even well-intended actions 
can cause more harm than good. The site includes 
Daily Meditations – Podcasts - Books 
 

Looking for a 5 mi-
nute daily spiritual 
pickup? 
Try the YOUCAT 
App. YOUCAT stands 
for Youth Catechism 
BUT don't let that 
chase you away. A dai-

ly picture, biblical passage, Q&A from the Catho-
lic Catechism and an inspirational quote might be 
just what you are looking for to raise your spirits 
by the Holy Spirit. Go to the app store on our 
phone and put in YOUCAT App. 
 
The Word Explored 
Fr. David’s Sunday Homilies 
www.davidwmmickiewicz.wordpress.com 
Catholic Women Preach 
 www.catholicwomenpreach.org 
Following the liturgical year, Catholic women re-
flect on how the texts relate to all Catholics today 
with a special emphasis on the lives of women, 
their apostolic call, and their roles in the Church 
and the world. 
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The Cathedral Staff  
  
Clergy  
The Most Reverend Edward B. Scharfenberger, D.D.  
Bishop of Albany  
  
The Very Rev’d. David Wm. Mickiewicz, Rector  

  Email: David.Mickiewicz@rcda.org  
Mr. James M. Agnew, Deacon       
     Email: James.Agnew@rcda.org 
Mr. Timothy J. Kostos, II, Deacon   
      Email: Timothy.Kosto@rcda.org 
 
Administration  
Mr. Jasper Stoller, Administrator  

      Email: jasper.stoller@rcda.org 
Ms. Pilar Dell, Office Manager  

      Email: cicalban@rcda.org 
Mrs. Kathy Zorian, Bookkeeper  
                   Email: bkcica@rcda.org 
 
Social Outreach  
Sr. Laurie Marie Parisi, CR,  
 Social Services & Food Pantry  
                    Email: LaurieMarie.Parisi@rcda.org  
  
Faith Formation  
Dr. Thomas Fowler  
Ffcathedraloftheimmaculateconception.albany@rcda.org 
 
Liturgy  
Dr. Timothy Reno, Director of Music  
                     Email: renot@rcda.org 
Mr. Patrick Buonocore, Sacristan    
                     Email… Patrick.buonacore@rcda.org 

 
 

  
Parish Office Hours  
Monday thru Thursday, 9:00am – 3:00pm  
 The Office will be closed on National Holidays and oth-
er days throughout the year. Please check the bulletin.  
  
Cathedral Hours  
The Cathedral will be open daily according to the fol-
lowing schedule:  
 Sunday: 9:00am – 6:00pm  
Monday, Wednesday & Friday: 8:00am – 4:00pm  
Tuesday & Thursday: 6:30am – 4:00pm  
Saturday: 9:00am – 4:00pm  
  
The Cathedral will be closed on National Holidays and 
other days throughout the year. Please check the bulle-
tin.  
  
 
The Cathedral Food Pantry  
The Food Pantry is open Tuesday thru Friday from 
10:00am – 12:00noon.  


