CATHEDRAL OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
Established 1848

Mission Statement
We, the worshipping community of the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany, rooted in the Gospel
and the celebration of the Eucharist, seek to make known God’s love in the
world through serving one another, sharing our faith and welcoming all.
Most Reverend Edward B. Scharfenberger, D.D.
Bishop of Albany
Very Reverend Anthony Ligato, Rector
Anthony.Ligato@rcda.org
Reverend Juanito Asprec, Parochial Vicar
Juanito.Asprec@rcda.org
Mr. James M. Agnew, Deacon
James.Agnew@rcda.org
Mr. Timothy J. Kosto, II, Deacon
Timothy.Kosto@rcda.org
Ms. Pilar Dell, Office Manager
Cicalban@rcda.org
Dr. Thomas Fowler, Religious Education
Ffcathedraloftheimmaculateconception.albany@rcda.org
Mr. David G. Ucci, Facilities Manager
dgucci4@gmail.com
Mrs. Kathy Zorian, Bookkeeper
bkcica@rcda.org
Mr. Mark Ciavardoni, Social Services & Food Pantry
Mark.ciavardoni@rcda.org
Patrick Buonocore & Don Riano– Sacristans
Patrick.buonacore@rcda.org

Schedule of Liturgical Celebrations
The Holy Eucharist (Mass)
The Lord’s Day:
Sunday 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Weekdays:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday 7:15 a.m.
Holy Days:
Please check the bulletin and website.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 11:30 a.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m., 4:00 p.m.
and other times by appointment

125 Eagle Street Albany, New York 12202-1718
Telephone: 518-463-4447
Email: CICAlban@rcda.org Website: www.cathedralic.com

On the Second Day of Christmas….
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
We are in the midst of celebrating Christmas, today is the Second Day of the Octave of Christmas; there are eight
days total from Christmas Day to the Feast of Mary, the mother of God which we celebrate on January 1, 2022,
(New Year’s Day). Christmas is not a one-day celebration but rather a celebration of the season which reaches to
the Epiphany of the Lord which we celebrate on January 2, 2022. Traditionally the Solemnity Epiphany of the
Lord was celebrated on January 6, and this gives us 12 days of Christmas. From Christmas Day December 25 to
the traditional day of celebrating Epiphany of the Lord on January 6, these days traditionally encompass the
Christmas season. The Christmas on our current liturgical calendar concludes with the Baptism of the Lord which
we will celebrate on January 9. 2022.
Between Christmas and Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God which we will celebrate on January 1, there is a
Sunday and on that Sunday after Christmas we celebrate The Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. On this day we are reminded of the importance of the Holy Family and their contribution to Salvation. Mary
and Joseph’ raise the Son of God to adulthood and their love and concern for Jesus helped prepare him for all that
his heavenly Father had waiting for him. Their love and concern can especially be seen in their searching and
finding Jesus teaching in the Temple, “When his parents saw him, they were astonished, and his mother said to
him, Son, why have you done this to us?” Jesus responds to Mary’ concern by reminding her why he came into
the world, “Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” (Lk. 2:41-52) Jesus was the
obedient Son to his heavenly Father and to his Mother and Joseph, “He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these things in her heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom
and age and favor before God and man.”
The Feast of Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph reminds us of the importance of the family in the modern
age and its role in raising children to adulthood so that they can be faithful, loving and caring as our Savior Jesus
Christ. But the family today is under a great deal of stress, from divorce to children being raised without fathers;
to a violent world that they are exposed to through street violence, drugs, video games, computers, T.V. and a culture that glorifies violence in general. The family needs some divine intervention. The intervention needs to start
with us as adults; we need to realize that the choices and decisions we make effect the lives of our children. Recognizing first and foremost that our children need God in their lives. The wellbeing, and protection of our children should always be our priority. St. Joseph was called upon to protect the infant Jesus and the Blessed Mother
and he did this by listening to the Angel of the Lord. The angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt; Herod is going to search for the child to destroy him.”
Joseph understood that his first responsibility was to the child Jesus and the Blessed Mother.
So often, we put our own needs and wants before others but as faithful believers in Jesus Christ we are reminded
through the example of our Blessed Mother Mary and St. Joseph that we are to respond to God’s call and by doing so we put God first and God’s people; by doing so our Heavenly Father is able to look after our wellbeing and
protection because we are taking responsibility for acting to make sure others are safe. We ask ourselves why
doesn’t God intervene to stop bad things from happening? Have we ever asked ourselves, did I cooperate with
God and let the Lord work through my actions to change a situation? If we don’t unite our will with God’s perfect
will, God will not be able to effect change because we don’t let God work through us. Our Blessed Mother Mary
allowed God to work through her, by saying yes to the Angel Gabriel, she allowed God’s plan of salvation to go
forward, and Jesus was born into the world. Did you ever ask yourself, what if Mary said no? Would we be here
in this church today? What would a world without Jesus look like? By being open to God in our lives we are
transformed. The announcement from the Angel Gabriel transformed Mary when he told her she was to bear a
Son and in just the same way Joseph was transformed when the angel of the Lord came to him in a dream and
told him to take Mary into his home and protect her and the unborn child. That unborn child transformed the
world. By uniting their free wills to God’s perfect will, they changed the world, and we can do the same.
We need to encourage young people to recognize that they are called to transform the world by acts of kindness,
mercy, and generosity and to look to the selfless example of Mary and Joseph and emulate their lives. We need to
pray that Mothers and Fathers whose marriages and lives are under a great deal of stress will look to our Blessed
Mother and St. Joseph as examples of what true parenting consists of; selflessness, generosity, faith and above all,
love. The Holy Family represents not only an ideal for Christian living but also a reality that can exist in all our
lives.
Yours in Christ, Fr. Anthony
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Feast Of The Holy Family
Altar Flowers

Collection Report:
The collection for December 19th was
$1,610.00 Thank you to all who have given to
the Cathedral.

A special thank you to David at Pawling flower
shop in Troy, for his outstanding work and
Christmas Décor!

If you would like to receive offertory envelopes mailed directly to you, please email
the office at cicalban@rcda.org

2022 Calendar
The 2022 Calendar will be available for pick up
on the tables throughout the Cathedral. We
would like to thank Veritas Heating and Cooling
for sponsoring this years Calendar!

Giving Tree
We are blown away by your generosity. Thank
you to everyone who participated in the giving
tree.
A note of thanks, we received from Bishop
Maginn
“I honestly don’t know if you know how much we
appreciate all you have done to help us. At this
point, I’m not sure which of my groups is having
the most difficult time. The inner city kids are
smack in the middle of violence, the refugees
from Myanmar struggle all the time and the new
families from Afghanistan are starting with nothing. Bless each and every member of the Cathedral family who has helped us! “

“Holy Family guide us each and every day.”

Please pray for our sick; Tod Fowler, Frank
Therio, Dave Worden, Mary Caluori, John
Travis, James Frueh, Jack Krieger, Jean
Rounds,Fr. William Pape, Fr. Frank O’Connor,
Jeffrey Abraham, Robert Buell, Lucy Apisa, Stephen Beattie, Thomas Bendon, Grace Isabelle
Caruso, Mary Faith Colvin, Patricia Contti, Theresa Cooney, Marc Daniels, John Dare, Jr.,
Denise Degasparis, Michael Dolan, Ann
Doherty, JoAnn DeLucia, Diane Fontanelli,
Janette Fusco, Bernice Girma, Kelly Hemming,
Thomas Bendon, Jean Gutbrodt, Bryan Hanley,
Jacqueline Heisler, Kelly Hemming, Douglas
Hoffeler, Dorothy Jordan, Reny Jose, Bill Keane,
Amy Keegan, James Laung,, Gayle Leonard, Rebecca Leno, Therese Lenz, , Ted Murawski, Marie-Ann Melenfant, John McGrath, Mary Grace
Meneses , Stephanie Merenda, Diane Mueller,
Shane O’Donnell, Catherine Rappazzo, Mark
Roman, Megan Ruthman, Adam Ventura, Sebastian Vicencio, Richard Warner, Raphael
Warner , Mary Redmond

Holiday Hours
The Parish Office will be closed from Thursday
December 23 to Monday, January 3, in accordance with the Diocesan holiday schedule. Mass
was still be offered daily with the exception of
Monday, January 3rd. There will be no mass.
The Cathedral staff will be available via email
during this time.

*If you are aware of any of the above having
been restored to good health, please call the
Parish Office! Thank you!*
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December 26, 2021
Cathedral Liturgical Celebrations, Meetings
and Mass Intentions for the week of December 25, 2021 – January 2, 2022

Saturday, December 25,
12:00AM (Midnight) Mass
10:00AM Mass
Sunday, December 26,
11:00AM
5:00 PM

Mass
Mass

Monday, December 27,
12:15PM Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Tuesday, December 28,
7:15 AM
Mass
Intention: John Thomas Pendergast
Wednesday, December 29,
12:15 PM Mass
Intention: Constance Ligato
Thursday, December 30,
7:15AM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Friday December 31,
12:15PM Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Saturday, January 1, Solemnity of Mary
10:00AM Mass
Intention: D'Acchille Family
Sunday, January 2,
11:00AM
Mass
5:00 PM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
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Merry Christmas!
“In the Town of David, a Savior has been born
to you;

He is Christ the Lord.”
The angel of the Lord announced this good news
with great joy
to the shepherds in the field, and ever since we have
announced,
“Unto Us a Savior has been Born.”
Christmas is a season of joy for this very reason, the
love and generosity of
Our Heavenly Father has been expressed to us all
through the birth of His
Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ. We are filled with joy and
share that love not only during Christmas, but throughout the year.
May your Christmas be filled with the Peace and
Joy of the Christ Child.
Merry Christmas,
Fr. Anthony Ligato
Rector of the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception

Mask guidelines in the Cathedral have been updated in accordance with New York State requirements
for all indoor public places that have not implemented a vaccine requirement, and in alignment
with Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommendations for communities with substantial and high
transmission: Since the Cathedral is not implementing a vaccine requirement, every individual two
years of age and older is required to wear a mask
while in the Cathedral.
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