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Mission Statement
We, the worshipping community of the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany, rooted in the Gospel
and the celebration of the Eucharist, seek to make known God’s love in the
world through serving one another, sharing our faith and welcoming all.
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Bishop of Albany
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Anthony.Ligato@rcda.org
Reverend Juanito Asprec, Parochial Vicar
Reverend Paul Mijas, Parochial Vicar
Paul.Mijas@rcda.org
Mr. James M. Agnew, Deacon
James.Agnew@rcda.org
Mr. Timothy J. Kosto, II, Deacon
Timothy.Kosto@rcda.org
Ms. Pilar Dell, Office Manager
Cicalban@rcda.org
Dr. Thomas Fowler, Religious Education
Ffcathedraloftheimmaculateconception.albany@rcda.org
Mr. David G. Ucci, Facilities Manager
dgucci4@gmail.com
Mrs. Kathy Zorian, Bookkeeper
bkcica@rcda.org
Mr. Mark Ciavardoni, Social Services & Food Pantry
Mark.ciavardoni@rcda.org
Patrick Buonocore & Don Riano– Sacristans
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Schedule of Liturgical Celebrations
The Holy Eucharist (Mass)
The Lord’s Day:
Sunday 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Weekdays:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday 7:15 a.m.
Holy Days:
Please check the bulletin and website.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 11:30 a.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m., 4:00 p.m.
and other times by appointment

125 Eagle Street Albany, New York 12202-1718
Telephone: 518-463-4447
Email: CICAlban@rcda.org Website: www.cathedralic.com

Where do you find your Joy?
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Where do you find your Joy? During these difficult times that is a question we should all contemplate. During the pandemic people have tried to cope with the pressures, stresses, and
strains in various ways and not all of them healthy. We have seen a rise in addictive behaviors,
domestic violence and in general an overall chaotic atmosphere in our society. Many people have
gone a healthier route, recognizing their need to strengthen their interpersonal relationships with
family, friends, and coworkers. People have come to realize that their lives need to be built on
more than material goods or career successes. We have come to understand throughout these
difficult times that we must address issues of health and wellbeing in our lives; this is particularly important for our future if we are going to be able to return back to some type of normalcy in
our lives. But what is normal anymore? We need to balance the demands and stresses of these
difficult times by fostering a deepening understanding of our faith, to experience the transcendent in our lives. We have learned over these past two years that lasting joy cannot be found it
that which is transitory. With that knowledge and experience, we then are left to contemplate the
question, where do you find your joy?
We are all called to help answer that question for one another. How do we help one another answer that question? By helping people to encounter the divine, which is the source of joy, and
not allowing stress and anxiety to overwhelm us but rather helping others encounter an eternal
joy that can only be found in Christ Jesus our Lord. We encounter eternal joy, through living out
the joy of Gospel simplicity. Interestingly, it is easier for people to identify stress in their lives
than it is to identify the joyful moments. I have found over the years as a priest helping people
first talk about stress, such as the stress that comes from the Christmas season, not just the
shopping and the business of Christmas, but the struggles of depression, addiction, mourning
and loneliness. Eternal joy is found not in the material world but rather in the transcendent.
Eternal Joy can be experienced in relationships with God and with one another. We know material joy passes away when something we bought no longer gives us excitement and fulfillment.
The joy we have from our relationships with others, such as a husband or wife, children, grandchildren, siblings and friends must be rooted in the divine, because even in our relationships we
are let down and disappointed by one another from time to time.
The love that we have for others must be rooted in the divine love of God. We hear the expression
of the divine love of God in the readings of the second Sunday of Advent. The prophet Baruch
(5:1-9) goes so far to say, “Jerusalem, take off your robes of mourning and misery; put on the
splendor of glory from God forever.” This statement reveals the source of eternal joy in our lives,
and the only lasting source of joy is God. Baruch goes on to say how God will reveal that joy, “For
God will show all the earth your splendor; you will be named by God forever the peace of justice,
the glory of God’s worship.” The revelation of that joy is Jesus Christ. This is the source of all our
joy which is eternal and never can be taken away. As Psalm 126 reminds us, “The Lord has done
great things for us, we are filled with joy.” The Lord has done great things for us, but we need to
remind ourselves where our joy truly comes from, our joy comes from God. If the Advent and
Christmas Seasons are shaping up to not being filled with transcendent and eternal joy, let us
then take the time to remember what God has done for us, “God has prepared the way of the
Lord, God makes the paths straight and fills in the valleys and even makes the mountains low
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”(Luke 3:1-6) If we are having personal, health or financial difficulties and the stress and anxiety is robbing us of our joy, remember the Lord has
made the winding road straight and provided help along the way. If the obstacles of your life
seem more than you can overcome, remember God has made the mountains low and filled in the
valleys. If you are depressed and lonely, remember you have received the salvation of God, that
knowledge is the source of our eternal joy. Take some time during this Advent Season to reflect
on, “Where you find your Joy.” Share where your joy come from with others and by doing so you
prepare the way of the Lord; for joy you share comes from God!
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Anthony
2

Second Sunday of Advent
Giving Tree

Collection Report:
The collection for November 21st was $2,004.00
The Collection for Restoration was $223.00
The Collection for November 28th was
$1,664.00

We are once again partnering
with Bishop Magin High School to
help students and their families
in need this Christmas Season.
The Christmas Tree is Decorated
in the church with Tags
describing items requested; You
will find that most of the families
are requesting warm clothing rather than all the
extras. If you feel led to donate you can help in a
couple of ways. You can take a tag or tags from
the giving tree and purchase the items listed on
the tag(s).
Alternatively you can donate gift cards or make a
monetary donation which will be used to purchase
items off of the giving tree. There will be envelopes
located on the back tables that you may drop in
the offertory basket or you may mail a donation to
the rectory.
If you have any questions please contact Pilar Dell
at 518-463-4447 or by email
at CICAlban@rcda.org We thank you in advance
for sharing your hearts this holiday season!

Thank you to all who have given to the Cathedral.
If you would like to receive offertory envelopes mailed directly to you, please email
the office at cicalban@rcda.org

Christmas Liturgy Schedule:
Friday, December 24, 2021 5:00pm Vigil Mass
Saturday, December 25, 2021 at both 12:00am
(midnight) and 10:00am
Solemnity of Mary, January 1st,2022 at 10:00
am

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

Please pray for our sick; Tod Fowler, Frank
Therio, Dave Worden, Mary Caluori, John
Travis, James Frueh, Jack Krieger, Jean
Rounds,Fr. William Pape, Fr. Frank O’Connor,
Jeffrey Abraham, Robert Buell, Lucy Apisa, Stephen Beattie, Thomas Bendon, Grace Isabelle
Caruso, Mary Faith Colvin, Patricia Contti, Theresa Cooney, Marc Daniels, John Dare, Jr.,
Denise Degasparis, Michael Dolan, Ann
Doherty, JoAnn DeLucia, Diane Fontanelli,
Janette Fusco, Bernice Girma, Carol Greenshields, Jean Gutbrodt, Bryan Hanley, Jacqueline Heisler, Kelly Hemming, Douglas Hoffeler,
Dorothy Jordan, Reny Jose, Bill Keane, Amy
Keegan, James Laung,, Gayle Leonard, Rebecca
Leno, Therese Lenz, , Ted Murawski, Marie-Ann
Melenfant, John McGrath, Mary Grace Meneses , Stephanie Merenda, Diane Mueller, James
Murphy, Mary Murphy, Shane O’Donnell, Josephine Pitcherale, Marcia Pedone, Catherine
Rappazzo, Mark Roman,
Megan Ruthman,
Elaine Spoor, Adam Ventura, Sebastian Vicencio, Richard Warner, Raphael Warner Rosa
Maria Santos, Mary Redmond

Wednesday, December 8 is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary. We will have
Masses at 7:15a.m, 12:15 p.m. and 5:15 p.m.
All are reminded that this is a holyday of obligation.

Advent Reconciliation Service
On Wednesday, December 15th beginning at
7:00pm, the Cathedral will offer our traditional
Communal Reconciliation Service. There will be
several visiting priest confessors available for
individual reconciliation and absolution.

Sacred Relics of the Saints
The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
presents a teaching and exposition of Sacred
Relics on Monday December 13 at 6:30 pm. Father Carlos Martins, a Vatican-appointed expert
on relics will be here with an extraordinary Vatican collection of over 150 relics, some as old as
2,000 years. This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, we hope to see you there!
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*If you are aware of any of the above having
been restored to good health, please call the

December 5, 2021
Cathedral Liturgical Celebrations, Meetings
and Mass Intentions for the week of December 5, 2021 – December 12, 2021

Saturday, December 4,
Sunday, December 5,
10:00AM Baptism
11:00AM Mass
Intention: Nora Staples (Birthday)
Intention: Josephine Giuliano
Intention: Edgardo Borcena
Intention: Charles Lacson
Intention: Marjorie Cecilio
5:00 PM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Monday, December 6,
12:15PM Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Tuesday, December 7,
7:15 AM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Wednesday, December 8,
Immaculate Conception
7:15AM Mass
12:15 PM Mass
Intention: Cora San Nicolas & Family
5:15PM Mass
Thursday, December 9,
7:15AM
Mass
Friday December 10,
12:15PM Mass
Intention: Theresa and Tom Ingrao
7:30PM Concert
Saturday, December 11,
Sunday, December 12,
11:00AM Mass
Intention: Paul Cappiello
4:00PM
Baptism
5:00 PM
Mass
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December 5,2021
The 2021 Cathedral Christmas cards are
now available.
12 cards per box for $20.00.
Cards can be Purchased Monday-Friday at the
Rectory during office hours or Sundays before
or after mass in the Sacristy.

The Mendelssohn Club of Albany will return to
public performance with its holiday concert “We
Rise Again” on Friday, December 10, 2021 at
7:30 p.m. here at the Cathedral. The longest
continuously performing arts group in the Capital District, the Mendelssohn Club will perform a
program of Club favorites, Christmas songs and
other holiday numbers with special guests Jerry
Gretzinger & Friends and soprano soloist Christina Pizzino-Catalano.
Tickets are $22 each, or $20 each for ten
or more. We are limiting the number of
tickets to ensure social distancing, so
please make your reservations soon. For
more details on tickets or to order yours,
please contact Marjorie Ward at 783-5741
or cordfolks@netzero.com.
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