Established 1848

Mission Statement
We, the worshipping community of the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany, rooted in the Gospel
and the celebration of the Eucharist, seek to make known God’s love in the
world through serving one another, sharing our faith and welcoming all.
Most Reverend Edward B. Scharfenberger, D.D.
Bishop of Albany
Very Reverend Anthony Ligato, Rector
Anthony.Ligato@rcda.org
Reverend Juanito Asprec, Parochial Vicar
Juanito.Asprec@rcda.org
Mr. James M. Agnew, Deacon
James.Agnew@rcda.org
Mr. Timothy J. Kosto, II, Deacon
Timothy.Kosto@rcda.org
Ms. Pilar Dell, Office Manager
Cicalban@rcda.org
Dr. Thomas Fowler, Religious Education
Ffcathedraloftheimmaculateconception.albany@rcda.org
Mr. David G. Ucci, Facilities Manager
dgucci4@gmail.com
Mrs. Kathy Zorian, Bookkeeper
bkcica@rcda.org
Mr. Mark Ciavardoni, Social Services & Food Pantry
Mark.ciavardoni@rcda.org
Patrick Buonocore & Don Riano– Sacristans
Patrick.buonacore@rcda.org

Schedule of Liturgical Celebrations
The Holy Eucharist (Mass)
The Lord’s Day:
Sunday 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Weekdays:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday 7:15 a.m.
Holy Days:
Please check the bulletin and website.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 11:30 a.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m., 4:00 p.m.
and other times by appointment

125 Eagle Street Albany, New York 12202-1718
Telephone: 518-463-4447
Email: CICAlban@rcda.org Website: www.cathedralic.com

On the Margins of Society are where we find our Blessings!
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Today we hear Luke’ version of the Beatitudes which is a combination of blessings and woes. To understand Luke’ approach to recognizing the blessings God gives us in our lives we have to understand Luke’s
theology of the poor and the oppressed. Throughout the Gospel of Luke, we hear of the poor of Israel who
were awaiting the redemption of God. The poor of Israel are represented by such figures of scripture as
Mary and Joseph, Elizabeth and Zachariah and Simeon and Anna. They all are open to God’s divine invitation of redemption. They are all on the margins of society by their choosing to be willing to follow God’ will.
For Luke to be poor was not simply to be poor in spirit which means recognizing our need for God in our
lives. To be poor was also to be economically poor and to also to be powerless in society and culture.
These are the people on the margins, these are the people who come to hear Jesus’ sermon on the
plain.
Those who came to hear Jesus are identified as his disciples and other people who have come to hear for
themselves what they have heard about Jesus. These people have come from great distances, some as far
as Jerusalem, Judea and the coastlands of Tyre and Sidon. “And raising his eyes toward his disciples he
said: Blessed are the poor, for the kingdom of God is yours, blessed are you who are hungry, for you will be
satisfied. Blessed are you who are now weeping. For you will laugh. Blessed are you when people hate
you, and when they exclude and insult you, and denounce your name as evil on account of the Son of Man.
Rejoice and leap for joy on that day! Behold your reward will be great in heaven. For their ancestors treated
the prophets in the same way.” (Lk 6:17,20-26) These four Beatitudes that Jesus speaks are a promise of
deliverance from pain and suffering for those who rely on their help coming from God.
As people of faith, we can identify with these Beatitudes today. The poor are those who are not only the
economically poor but also those who are oppressed and powerless. The troubles of the world today have
caused people to experience greater economic deprivation. Many people have been pushed to the margins
of society as a result of the pandemic. People have suffered from emotional illness, stress, and anxiety due
to shutdowns and restrictions. What we have come to learn is that only Jesus can feed our hunger for righteousness. And only Jesus can help us to laugh again. And only Jesus can turn our sorrow and sadness in
to rejoicing. We must trust in Jesus’ words and even when society pushes us to the margins because of our
faith, we must believe.
The prophet Jerimiah tells us in today’ first reading, “Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose hope
is the Lord. He is like a tree planted beside the waters that stretches its roots to the stream: it fears not the
heat when it comes; its leaves stay green; in the year of drought, it shows no distress, but still bears
fruit.” (Jer.17:5-8) Our ability to endure in this time of drought which has been caused by the pandemic is a
sign of the Lord’ promise that we who recognize our need for the Lord and who are like the poor of Israel
who understood that their help came from the Lord who made heaven and earth, we will laugh and rejoice.
Jesus said, the kingdom of God belongs to the poor, and who are the poor? All those who recognize their
need for God.
Jesus went on to speak in today’s gospel of the woes of this world. “But woe to you who are rich, for you
have received your consolation. Woe to you who are filled now., for you will be hungry. Woe to you who
laugh now, for you will grieve and weep. Woe to you when all speak well of you, for their ancestors treated
the false prophets in this way.” What enables a person to see blessings rather than woe? The person who
knows Jesus, knows that the material wealth can be taken away in a blink of an eye. We know through all
the losses we have experienced in these past two years that only the Lord can lift us out of our despair. We
know that as we have been pushed to the margins as people of faith, that only the word of the Lord can
sustain us. “Thus, says the Lord, cursed is the one who trusts in human beings, who seeks his strength in
flesh.” (Jer. 17:5-8) If we place our trust in this world, we will be disappointed, and we only need to look
around us to realize that truth.
Paul tells the Corinthian Church that those who have had Christ preached as raised from the dead and still
cannot trust and believe, then their faith is in vain. (1Cor.15:12) Our woes come from not trusting in the
blessing that comes from the Lord. So, even if you find yourself pushed to the margins of society do not see
as woe, see it as the blessing it is for you recognize your need for Christ in your life.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Anthony
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Sixth Sunday In Ordinary Time
Diocesan Appeal helps serve spiritual needs
throughout our 14-county area, and our own
parish by providing technical support, financial
guidance, and training for parish ministry. All
gifts are tax-deductible.

Collection Report:
The collection for January 30th was $2,160.00
Thank you to all who give to the Cathedral.

We currently have pledged $30,570 towards are
goal of $67,745. There have been 84 gifts given
thus far, with the average gift amount being
$320. If you have not yet pledge your gift for the
2022 Diocesan appeal you can do so online at:
thediocesanappeal.org/donate or by mail to the
Office of Stewardship & Development | 40 N.
Main Ave., Albany, NY 12203

If you would like to receive offertory envelopes mailed directly to you, please email
the office at cicalban@rcda.org

In honor of Presidents day the Cathedral
Offices will be Closed on Monday February
21st. There will be NO 12:15pm mass this
day.

Discover Mater Christi School.
Choosing a school for your child is one of the
most important decisions you will make as a
parent. As you search for a school for your family, you are encouraged to Discover Mater Christi
School.

Please pray for our sick; Tod Fowler, Frank
Therio, Dave Worden, Mary Caluori, John
Travis, James Frueh, Jean Rounds, Fr. William
Pape, Fr. Frank O’Connor, Jeffrey Abraham,
Robert Buell, Lucy Apisa, Stephen Beattie,
Thomas Bendon, Grace Isabelle Caruso, Mary
Faith Colvin, Patricia Contti, Theresa Cooney,
Marc Daniels, John Dare, Jr., Denise Degasparis, Michael Dolan, Ann Doherty, JoAnn DeLucia, Diane Fontanelli, Janette Fusco, Bernice
Girma, Kelly Hemming, Thomas Bendon, Jean
Gutbrodt, Bryan Hanley, Jacqueline Heisler,
Kelly Hemming, Douglas Hoffeler, Dorothy Jordan, Reny Jose, Bill Keane, Amy Keegan, James
Laung,, Gayle Leonard, Rebecca Leno, Therese
Lenz, , Ted Murawski, Marie-Ann Melenfant,
John McGrath, Mary Grace Meneses , Stephanie Merenda, Diane Mueller, Shane O’Donnell,
Catherine Rappazzo, Mark Roman,
Megan
Ruthman, Adam Ventura, Sebastian Vicencio,
Richard Warner, Raphael Warner , Mary Redmond

You are invited to schedule a personal tour any
Tuesday between 9:00AM and 4:00PM. Mater
Christi School, located off upper New Scotland
Avenue, is close to work and home and serves
grades PK3 through 8.
If you would like to know more about MCS,
please feel free to contact the school office at
518-489-3111 or via email
at dtimmis@mcsalbany.org at your earliest convenience.

Get to Know Holy Names! Learn more
about Academy of the Holy Names at our,
Gr. 6-12, Open House for prospective students, Wednesday March 9. Tours available
from 4:30 pm to 7:00 pm. Register online at
ahns.org or contact Ann Rento arento@ahns.org, 438-7895 x202.

*If you are aware of any of the above having
been restored to good health, please call the
Parish Office! Thank you!*
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February 13, 2022
Cathedral Liturgical Celebrations, Meetings
and Mass Intentions for the week of February
12,2022-February 20,2022

Saturday, February 12,
Sunday, February 13,
11:00AM
Mass
5:00 PM
Mass
Monday, February 14,
12:15 PM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Tuesday, February 15,
7:15 AM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
6:00PM
PAC Meeting
Wednesday, February 16,
12:15 PM Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Thursday, February 17,
7:15AM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Friday February 18,
12:15PM Mass

Saturday, February 19,
3:00PM Wedding
Sunday, February 20,
11:00AM
Mass
5:00 PM
Mass
Intention: Jack Krieger
Intention: Anna Savitskaya
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February 13,2022

Food Pantry Update:
We are resuming accepting food donations being
brought to the Cathedral at Masses. Gift cards
are also always welcome. Guidelines on food donations:
No expired or nearly expired items, canned or
boxed food only, popular items include tuna,
salmon, hearty/chunky soups, beef stew, fruit
cocktail, peas and corn. Donation boxes can be
found at the entrance ways of the Cathedral.
We thank you for your continued support!

Diocesan Young Adult Event
You’re invited to join young adults from across
the diocese for Real Talk Rosary (RTR).
RTR is a new event initiated by and for young
adults to create an opportunity to connect at a
deeper level and share in prayerful love for
Mary through the Rosary.
We are all on a journey – personally, professionally, and spiritually. RTR will offer young
adults a venue to share and accompany each
other as we build trust, community, and more
meaningful friendships.
Details:
When: Wednesday, February 16 at 7 PM
Where: St. Edward the Confessor
569 Clifton Park Center
Road Clifton Park, NY
What: Real Talk Rosary will include fun /
social time, prayer time, and a reflection
that will help guide us on our faith journey
Special Guest Presenter: Deacon Gary Riggi
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