Established 1848

Mission Statement
We, the worshipping community of the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany, rooted in the Gospel
and the celebration of the Eucharist, seek to make known God’s love in the
world through serving one another, sharing our faith and welcoming all.
Most Reverend Edward B. Scharfenberger, D.D.
Bishop of Albany
Very Reverend Anthony Ligato, Rector
Anthony.Ligato@rcda.org
Reverend Juanito Asprec, Parochial Vicar
Juanito.Asprec@rcda.org
Mr. James M. Agnew, Deacon
James.Agnew@rcda.org
Mr. Timothy J. Kosto, II, Deacon
Timothy.Kosto@rcda.org
Ms. Pilar Dell, Office Manager
Cicalban@rcda.org
Dr. Thomas Fowler, Religious Education
Ffcathedraloftheimmaculateconception.albany@rcda.org
Mr. David G. Ucci, Facilities Manager
dgucci4@gmail.com
Mrs. Kathy Zorian, Bookkeeper
bkcica@rcda.org
Mr. Mark Ciavardoni, Social Services & Food Pantry
Mark.ciavardoni@rcda.org
Patrick Buonocore & Don Riano– Sacristans
Patrick.buonacore@rcda.org

Schedule of Liturgical Celebrations
The Holy Eucharist (Mass)
The Lord’s Day:
Sunday 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Weekdays:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday 7:15 a.m.
Holy Days:
Please check the bulletin and website.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 11:30 a.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m., 4:00 p.m.
and other times by appointment

125 Eagle Street Albany, New York 12202-1718
Telephone: 518-463-4447
Email: CICAlban@rcda.org Website: www.cathedralic.com

The Inspired Word of God must be shared!
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
We don’t often think about how all the various books of the scriptures were brought together to create
the complete canon of the Holy Bible. We know that the scriptures are the inspired sacred Word of God
and that many prophets and others of faith received the inspired Word of God. Beginning with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, God spoke to those whose hearts were open to God. The communication of the
sacred word of God began as an oral exchange of God’s revealed plan of salvation. From the oral tradition, it then began to be shared in written form. But it would not be until the Israelites were taken into
captivity in Babylon that the first written set of holy scriptures appeared.
In the late Seventh Century B.C. the Israelites were taken into captivity by the Babylonians and
while in captivity for 80 years they put together the first five books of the Hebrew Scriptures known to
us as The Pentateuch; in Jewish tradition it is known as the Torah. The word Pentateuch is from the
Greek and means five scrolls which contain the law. These first five books are Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. Those five books give the law to the Jewish people and help to order
their lives. This is the background of today’s first reading from Book of the Prophet Nehemiah, the people of Israel have returned back from the Babylonian Exile to find Jerusalem destroyed. The Priest Ezra
leads the people in a liturgy of Thanksgiving that gives them comfort and is familiar to them because it
was handed on to them from their ancestors. This moment brings them to reflect on all that has happened to the previous generations and themselves, “Ezra read plainly from the Book of the Law of God
and interpreting it so that all could understand what was read.” (Neh. 8:8-10) The people would rebuild
their lives and their nation on the law of God.
We to must listen with our own ears what the word of God is speaking to our hearts. Psalm 19:8 calls
us to respond with our words and answer with our hearts, “The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the
soul. The fourth verse says it most tenderly, “Let the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my heart
find favor before you.” (Ps. 19:15) We are given to drink of the one Spirit as Paul tell the Church in Corinth. It is the one Spirit which we are given in our baptisms that enables many people from many lands
to come together as one body in Christ. “For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether
Jews or Greeks, slave or free persons, and we were all given to drink of one Spirit.” (1Cor. 12-30) The
scriptures compel us to hear the sacred Ord of God with our hearts and to respond by giving our lives
to God.
The history of the compiling of the New Testament Scriptures can be read in today’s Gospel, Luke 1:14, 4:14-21. “Since many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the events that have been fulfilled
among us, just as those who were eyewitnesses from the beginning and ministers of the word have
handed them down to us, I too have decided after investigating everything accurately anew, to write
down in an orderly sequence for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may realize the certainty
of the teachings you have received.” Luke wrote his compilation between 75-80 A.D.; this includes The
Acts of the Apostles. Luke wanted to communicate to his readers the universal call to salvation which
Jesus Christ proclaimed through his life, death, and resurrection. Mercy and forgiveness and a constant concern to help the poor, the sinner, and the outcast are the themes of the Gospel of Luke. The
universal call to salvation fills all those who hear this message with joy. When Jesus goes to the Synagogue in his hometown of Nazareth, he proclaims the universal call to salvation, that humanity would
be recreated in the same way the people of Israel were called by Ezra to rebuild Jerusalem and the
Temple. “He stood up to read and was handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and
found the passage where it was written: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed to
bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to
the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.” (Lk. 1:14-21) Jesus told those present, “Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” Like Ezra, Jesus proclaims within a liturgical setting, not simply a restoration but rather a full recreation of all humanity. The
sacred word of God handed on to us from generation to generation communicates this call to universal
salvation and we are called to hand on this sacred word on to the next generation.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Anthony Ligato
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Third Sunday In Ordinary Time
Midwestern Tornado Relief
As requested by Bishop Scharfenberger, this
weekend January 23rd, we will hold a special
collection through traditional second collection for relief following the devastating tornadoes that recently hit the midwestern
United States. Please be generous as always
in helping our brothers and sisters across
the country. If you would like, you may contribute directly to tornado relief at
www.catholiccharitiesusa.org.

Collection Report:
Due to the early printing of this weeks bulletin
because of Martin Luther King Jr. day the collection for January 16th with be listed in next
week.
If you would like to receive offertory envelopes mailed directly to you, please email
the office at cicalban@rcda.org

Just a gentle reminder… If you are among our
parishioners who receive collection envelopes
and “fly south” every winter, please call the parish office to temporarily suspend your envelopes. These are returned to the Parish Office
and we must pay the postage on them. If you let
us know when you plan on returning, we’ll let
the envelope company know when to restart
sending them to you. Thank you for your cooperation.

Faith Group Study
Join Deacon Jim Agnew on the 1st and 3rd
Wednesday of each month for this new opportunity. We will pray the scriptures for
the coming Sunday using the ancient monastic practice of Lectio Divina, followed by
a group study of Fr. Blake Briton's Reclaiming Vatican II. Our 1st meeting
will be January 19th, 7pm at the rectory. Point of contact is Dcn. Jim
at james.agnew@rcda.org"
Diocesan Appeal helps serve spiritual needs
throughout our 14-county area, and our
own parish by providing technical support,
financial guidance, and training for parish
ministry. All gifts are tax-deductible.

Please pray for our sick; Tod Fowler, Frank
Therio, Dave Worden, Mary Caluori, John
Travis, James Frueh, Jack Krieger, Jean
Rounds,Fr. William Pape, Fr. Frank O’Connor,
Jeffrey Abraham, Robert Buell, Lucy Apisa, Stephen Beattie, Thomas Bendon, Grace Isabelle
Caruso, Mary Faith Colvin, Patricia Contti, Theresa Cooney, Marc Daniels, John Dare, Jr.,
Denise Degasparis, Michael Dolan, Ann
Doherty, JoAnn DeLucia, Diane Fontanelli,
Janette Fusco, Bernice Girma, Kelly Hemming,
Thomas Bendon, Jean Gutbrodt, Bryan Hanley,
Jacqueline Heisler, Kelly Hemming, Douglas
Hoffeler, Dorothy Jordan, Reny Jose, Bill Keane,
Amy Keegan, James Laung,, Gayle Leonard, Rebecca Leno, Therese Lenz, , Ted Murawski, Marie-Ann Melenfant, John McGrath, Mary Grace
Meneses , Stephanie Merenda, Diane Mueller,
Shane O’Donnell, Catherine Rappazzo, Mark
Roman, Megan Ruthman, Adam Ventura, Sebastian Vicencio, Richard Warner, Raphael
Warner , Mary Redmond

We currently have pledged $26,883 towards
are goal of $67,745. There have been 84
gifts given thus far, with the average gift
amount being $320. If you have not yet
pledge your gift for the 2022 Dioceasan appeal you can do so online at: thediocesanappeal.org/donate or by mail to the Office of
Stewardship & Development | 40 N. Main
Ave., Albany, NY 12203
CHARISMATIC MASS AND HEALING SERVICES
Charismatic Mass and Healing Service will
celebrated at Christ Our Light Parish
Loudonville on Wednesday, February 9th
7pm: Prayer and Praise 7:30: Mass & Healing Service. All are invited

*If you are aware of any of the above having
been restored to good health, please call the
Parish Office! Thank you!*
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January 23, 2022
Cathedral Liturgical Celebrations, Meetings
and Mass Intentions for the week of January
22,2022-January 30,2022

Saturday, January 22,
Sunday, January 23,
11:00AM
Mass
Intention: Fredrick Case Jr.
Intention: Paula Ligato
Intention: Cesar Osorio
5:00 PM
Mass
Intention: D'Acchille Family
Monday, January 24,
12:15 PM
Mass
Intention: Paul Swartz
Intention: Rebecca Riggins and Father
Tuesday, January 25,
7:15 AM
Mass
Intention: Corey Thiele and Family
Intention: Joyce and Victor Brush
Wednesday, January 26,
12:15 PM Mass
Intention: John and Ginny Lynch
Intention: Brandon Fellows
Thursday, January 27,
7:15AM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Friday January 28,
12:15PM Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Saturday, January 29,
Sunday, January 30,
11:00AM
Mass
5:00 PM
Mass
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January 23,2022

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd:
New Faith Formation Program starting in Albany for grades 1-6. Designed to cultivate a
child's virtue of faith and joy in relationship
with Christ; CGS provides children with a retreat-like setting for learning. Topics will be explored in a beautiful space filled with models of
people, places, and things from Scripture and
the Mass; all designed to engage 6-12 year-olds
in a deeper understanding. This program will
be held on Sunday afternoons from 12:30-2:15
beginning in January. To learn more about Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, visit: https://
www.cgsusa.org/discover/cgs-approach/
For more information and registration, please
contact AndreaRenoCGS@gmail.com.
This does not replace the current more traditional program which not only offers sacramental catechesis (First Reconciliation, First Eucharist and Confirmation) but general catechesis for grades one through twelve.

BE A PRAYER PARTNER WITH POPE FRANCIS
For those who have made the commitment to
pray every day for the monthly inten-tions of
Our Holy Father, Pope Francis: For January he
asks that we pray for FOR TRUE HUMAN FRATERNITY: We pray for all those suffering from
religious discriminati-on and persecu-tion; may
their own rights and dignity be recognized,
which originate from being brothers and sisters
in the human family.

Mask guidelines in the Cathedral have been updated in accordance with New York State requirements
for all indoor public places that have not implemented a vaccine requirement, and in alignment
with Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommendations for communities with substantial and high
transmission: Since the Cathedral is not implementing a vaccine requirement, every individual two
years of age and older is required to wear a mask
while in the Cathedral.
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