Established 1848

Mission Statement
We, the worshipping community of the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany, rooted in the Gospel
and the celebration of the Eucharist, seek to make known God’s love in the
world through serving one another, sharing our faith and welcoming all.
Most Reverend Edward B. Scharfenberger, D.D.
Bishop of Albany
Very Reverend Anthony Ligato, Rector
Anthony.Ligato@rcda.org
Reverend Juanito Asprec, Parochial Vicar
Juanito.Asprec@rcda.org
Mr. James M. Agnew, Deacon
James.Agnew@rcda.org
Mr. Timothy J. Kosto, II, Deacon
Timothy.Kosto@rcda.org
Ms. Pilar Dell, Office Manager
Cicalban@rcda.org
Dr. Thomas Fowler, Religious Education
Ffcathedraloftheimmaculateconception.albany@rcda.org
Mr. David G. Ucci, Facilities Manager
dgucci4@gmail.com
Mrs. Kathy Zorian, Bookkeeper
bkcica@rcda.org
Mr. Mark Ciavardoni, Social Services & Food Pantry
Mark.ciavardoni@rcda.org
Patrick Buonocore & Don Riano– Sacristans
Patrick.buonacore@rcda.org

Schedule of Liturgical Celebrations
The Holy Eucharist (Mass)
The Lord’s Day:
Sunday 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Weekdays:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday 7:15 a.m.
Holy Days:
Please check the bulletin and website.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 11:30 a.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m., 4:00 p.m.
and other times by appointment

125 Eagle Street Albany, New York 12202-1718
Telephone: 518-463-4447
Email: CICAlban@rcda.org Website: www.cathedralic.com

We are called to Preach with Love not Contempt!
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
We are all familiar with the saying, “familiarity breeds contempt”, but what does that mean?
It means simply, the people we know the best are often the people whom we are least able to
offer help or advice to due to our relationship and closeness with them.
When Jesus goes to his hometown of Nazareth in the Gospel of Luke 4:21-30, those in attendance in the synagogue were complimentary of the words he spoke. “And all spoke highly
of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth.” (Lk.4:21-22)
These opening verses continue the passage we began to hear in last Sunday’s gospel, when
Jesus went into the synagogue and unrolled the scroll of the Prophet Isaiah and proclaimed
that the words of the prophet were fulfilled in their hearing. All three synoptic gospels, Matthew, Mark, and Luke all tell of the event when Jesus visits his hometown of Nazareth but
only Luke tells us that the assembly in the synagogue thought his words were gracious.
Then the people realized who he was, and then their familiarity with Jesus and his family began to breed contempt. “Isn’t this the Son of Joseph?” Once they were familiar with who Jesus was and of his family, they became contemptuous of him and would not listen to his
words. Jesus was rejected in his own hometown, thus the words he spoke, “Amen I say to
you, no prophet is accepted in his own native place.” The people were rejecting the Word,
but not just the spoken word, they were rejecting the Word made flesh. Jesus goes on to
speak to those present in the synagogue on how their ancestors had rejected the prophets of
old and that they are doing the same in rejecting him as well. “Indeed, I tell you, there were
many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah when the sky was closed for three and a half
years, and a severe famine spread over the entire land. It was to none of these that Elijah
was sent, but only to a widow in Zarephath in the land of Sidon.” (Lk. 4:27-28) Jesus tells
the religious officials that a humble widow is more faithful to God than they themselves are
to God. He went on to further compare them to Naaman the Syrian a nonbeliever who he
said was more holy for he listened to the prophet Elisha than they were and for his listening
to the prophet he received healing. They were filled with fury as the passage says, but Jesus
passed through them and moved on as all great prophets of old were required to do.
In the first reading Jeremiah (Jer.1:4-5,7-9) is called by God and told at his calling that God
will strengthen him to withstand the rejection he will have to endure for the prophetic word
he must proclaim. “Stand up and tell them all that I command you. Be not crushed on their
account, as though I would leave you crushed before them.” Every prophet, apostle, martyr,
saint, and servant of the Lord has experienced that same rejection of the Word that was given to them to proclaim. Just as Jeremiah was fortified by God, we should be fortified by our
faith.
In the second reading from 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13, Paul tells us that we should act with
maturity and humility in proclaiming God’s word, “When I was a child, I used to talk as a
child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I became a man, I put aside childish things.”
Paul tells us, if we love God first and foremost, we then have the ability to love one another
as well. God’ love gives us courage to be faithful rather than fearful, “Love is patient, love is
kind. It is not jealous, it is not pompous, it is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its
own interests, it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury, it does not rejoice over
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things. Love never fails.” We are called to be humble, faithful servants to
the Word of God, even if proclaiming that word means we are rejected. Paul writes in Second
Timothy 4:4, “We are not called to preach to people who want their ears tickled.” We are
called to preach the Gospel as Jesus preached it, with love not contempt with courage and
not fear. Psalm 71: 1-2 says it best, “I will sing of your salvation. In you Lord, I take refuge.”
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Anthony Ligato
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Fourth Sunday In Ordinary Time
Diocesan Appeal helps serve spiritual needs
throughout our 14-county area, and our
own parish by providing technical support,
financial guidance, and training for parish
ministry. All gifts are tax-deductible.

Collection Report:
The collection for January
and the Second Collection
was $354.00
The Collection for January
and the Second Collection
nado relief was $442.00

We currently have pledged $26,883 towards
are goal of $67,745. There have been 84
gifts given thus far, with the average gift
amount being $320. If you have not yet
pledge your gift for the 2022 Diocesan appeal you can do so online at: thediocesanappeal.org/donate or by mail to the Office of
Stewardship & Development | 40 N. Main
Ave., Albany, NY 12203

16th was $2,423.00
for Restoration total
23rd was $1,648.00
for the Midwest tor-

If you would like to receive offertory envelopes mailed directly to you, please email
the office at cicalban@rcda.org

Just a gentle reminder… If you are among our
parishioners who receive collection envelopes
and “fly south” every winter, please call the parish office to temporarily suspend your envelopes. These are returned to the Parish Office
and we must pay the postage on them. If you let
us know when you plan on returning, we’ll let
the envelope company know when to restart
sending them to you. Thank you for your cooperation.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd:
New Faith Formation Program starting in Albany for grades 1-6. Designed to cultivate a
child's virtue of faith and joy in relationship
with Christ; CGS provides children with a
retreat-like setting for learning. Topics will
be explored in a beautiful space filled with
models of people, places, and things from
Scripture and the Mass; all designed to engage 6-12 year-olds in a deeper understanding. This program will be held on Sunday
afternoons from 12:30-2:15 beginning in
January. To learn more about Catechesis of
the Good Shepherd, visit: https://
www.cgsusa.org/discover/cgs-approach/
For more information and registration,
please contact AndreaRenoCGS@gmail.com.

Please pray for our sick; Tod Fowler, Frank
Therio, Dave Worden, Mary Caluori, John
Travis, James Frueh, Jack Krieger, Jean
Rounds,Fr. William Pape, Fr. Frank O’Connor,
Jeffrey Abraham, Robert Buell, Lucy Apisa, Stephen Beattie, Thomas Bendon, Grace Isabelle
Caruso, Mary Faith Colvin, Patricia Contti, Theresa Cooney, Marc Daniels, John Dare, Jr.,
Denise Degasparis, Michael Dolan, Ann
Doherty, JoAnn DeLucia, Diane Fontanelli,
Janette Fusco, Bernice Girma, Kelly Hemming,
Thomas Bendon, Jean Gutbrodt, Bryan Hanley,
Jacqueline Heisler, Kelly Hemming, Douglas
Hoffeler, Dorothy Jordan, Reny Jose, Bill Keane,
Amy Keegan, James Laung,, Gayle Leonard, Rebecca Leno, Therese Lenz, , Ted Murawski, Marie-Ann Melenfant, John McGrath, Mary Grace
Meneses , Stephanie Merenda, Diane Mueller,
Shane O’Donnell, Catherine Rappazzo, Mark
Roman, Megan Ruthman, Adam Ventura, Sebastian Vicencio, Richard Warner, Raphael
Warner , Mary Redmond

This does not replace the current more traditional program which not only offers sacramental catechesis (First Reconciliation,
First Eucharist and Confirmation) but general catechesis for grades one through
twelve.

*If you are aware of any of the above having
been restored to good health, please call the
Parish Office! Thank you!*
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January 30, 2022
Cathedral Liturgical Celebrations, Meetings
and Mass Intentions for the week of January
29,2022-February 6,2022

Saturday, January 29,
Sunday, January 30,
11:00AM
Mass
5:00 PM
Mass
Monday, January 31,
12:15 PM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Tuesday, February 1,
7:15 AM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Wednesday, February 2,
12:15 PM Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Thursday, February 3,
7:15AM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Friday February 4,
9:30AM Catholic Schools Mass
12:15PM Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Saturday, February 5,
10:00AM Baptism
11:00AM Baptism
Sunday, February 6,
11:00AM
Mass
5:00 PM
Mass
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January 30,2022

The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord is
sometimes called Candlemas, a name which
comes to us via England and is derived from
the candlelit procession which traditionally
preceeded this liturgy. In the spirit of this ancient custom, we would like to encourage those
who will be attending the 12:15pm Mass on the
2nd of February to bring their devotional candles from home for a special blessing.
On February 3rd, the Church celebrates the
memorial of the Holy Martyr Saint Blaise.
Driven from his Bishopric by the Imperial persecutions of the 4th Century, Blaise sought refuge in a cave and lived as a hermit. His ascetic
life, however, offered no protection; Saint Blaise
was found, arrested, and beheaded. According
to the Golden Legend “the saint, before offering
his neck to the headsman, prayed to God that
all who should be suffering from a malady of
the throat and implored his aid might be heard
and healed.” In commemoration of this memorial we will be offering the blessing of throats to
all who attend our 7:15am Mass on February
3rd.
Diocesan Young Adult Event
You’re invited to join young adults from across
the diocese for Real Talk Rosary (RTR).
RTR is a new event initiated by and for young
adults to create an opportunity to connect at a
deeper level and share in prayerful love for
Mary through the Rosary.
We are all on a journey – personally, professionally, and spiritually. RTR will offer young
adults a venue to share and accompany each
other as we build trust, community, and more
meaningful friendships.
Details:
When: Wednesday, February 16 at 7 PM
Where: St. Edward the Confessor
569 Clifton Park Center
Road Clifton Park, NY
What: Real Talk Rosary will include fun /
social time, prayer time, and a reflection
that will help guide us on our faith journey
Special Guest Presenter: Deacon Gary Riggi 4B

