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Mission Statement
We, the worshipping community of the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany, rooted in the Gospel
and the celebration of the Eucharist, seek to make known God’s love in the
world through serving one another, sharing our faith and welcoming all.
Most Reverend Edward B. Scharfenberger, D.D.
Bishop of Albany
Very Reverend Anthony Ligato, Rector
Anthony.Ligato@rcda.org
Reverend Juanito Asprec, Parochial Vicar
Juanito.Asprec@rcda.org
Mr. James M. Agnew, Deacon
James.Agnew@rcda.org
Mr. Timothy J. Kosto, II, Deacon
Timothy.Kosto@rcda.org
Ms. Pilar Dell, Office Manager
Cicalban@rcda.org
Dr. Thomas Fowler, Religious Education
Ffcathedraloftheimmaculateconception.albany@rcda.org
Mr. David G. Ucci, Facilities Manager
dgucci4@gmail.com
Mrs. Kathy Zorian, Bookkeeper
bkcica@rcda.org
Mr. Mark Ciavardoni, Social Services & Food Pantry
Mark.ciavardoni@rcda.org
Patrick Buonocore & Don Riano– Sacristans
Patrick.buonacore@rcda.org

Schedule of Liturgical Celebrations
The Holy Eucharist (Mass)
The Lord’s Day:
Sunday 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Weekdays:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday 7:15 a.m.
Holy Days:
Please check the bulletin and website.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 11:30 a.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m., 4:00 p.m.
and other times by appointment

125 Eagle Street Albany, New York 12202-1718
Telephone: 518-463-4447
Email: CICAlban@rcda.org Website: www.cathedralic.com

From Jesus’ baptism to our baptism, we are made new
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
We are a little more than a week into the new year and many of us have most likely decided we
would try to do some things differently in our lives as the new year begins. This usually leads to
resolutions being made in hopes of putting into practices a new and healthier way of life. This new
and healthier way of life may include giving more time to prayer and spiritual reflection. It may also
include helping those who are need of care and comfort, from those who are impoverished to those
who are lonely. But so often we only focus on physical health and not on our spiritual health, not
realizing when we get our spiritual health into shape it leads to greater success in getting ourselves
in good physical shape. How we start this new year can indicate for us where we may be at the
end of the year. Where we start gives us direction for where we are going.
As we celebrate The Baptism of the Lord this Sunday, we come to know where Jesus is going from
where he is starting, at the Jordan River. We then come to know who he is and what he brings to
humanity because the scriptures for this Sunday provide us those answers. Let us first begin with
John the Baptist and the baptism he was offering the people at the Jordan. John was calling the
people to prepare themselves for one who was coming that was mightier than he. “I am baptizing
you with water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Lk. 3:16) In John his answer to the people if
he was the Christ reveals that his baptism is preparation for the Christ who is to come and not a
washing away of sins as our baptism in Christ does for us.
Jesus in presenting himself to John at the Jordan, does not need this baptism of preparation which
is an atonement. Jesus’ baptism serves as a revelation to God’s unfolding plan of salvation. “After
all the people had been baptized and Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, heaven was
opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Beloved Son: with you I am well pleased.” (Lk. 3:21-22) This revelation inaugurates the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. From the moment Jesus steps out of the Jordan
those first steps lead to Calvary. It will be in Jesus’ public ministry when he heals the afflicted and
forgives the sinner that people will come to know that Jesus is the Christ. Even though this had
been revealed at the Jordan by Holy Spirit in the form of a dove, it will be the public ministry of Jesus that leads him to Calvary.
The first reading from Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11 describes the ministry of the prophesized Christ, “Comfort
give comfort to my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem and proclaim to her that
her service is at an end, her guilt is expiated; indeed, she has received from the hand of the Lord
double for all her sins.” (Is. 40:1-2) The signs of this coming to fulfillment are seen in the person of
John the Baptist who himself is the precursor of the Lord, “A voice cries out: In the desert prepare
the way of the Lord!” (Is. 40:3) The fulfillment of these prophesized promises are seen in how Jesus himself fills in every valley and how he makes low every mountain, by how he removes all the
obstacles and barrier from our being forgiven our sins and receiving new life. This comes with
those final steps toward calvary which leads to Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross. This is
where our own baptism flows from, from the blood of the cross. The second reading from St. Paul’
Letter to Titus tells us how the obstacles of sin and death were removed for all humanity, “our great
God and savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to deliver us from all lawlessness and to
cleanse for himself a people as his own, eager to do what is good. He saved us through the bath of
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.” (Titus 2:11-14,3:4-7)
From the first step out of the Jordan we brought forth to calvary through the waters of regeneration. Psalm 104 provides us a great and magnificent poetic description of the God of all creation.
“When you send forth your spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth. From Jesus’ baptism to our baptism, we are made new.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Anthony Ligato
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Baptism Of The Lord
Midwestern Tornado Relief
As requested by Bishop Scharfenberger, on
the weekend of January 23rd, we will hold a
special collection through traditional second
collection for relief following the devastating
tornadoes that recently hit the midwestern
United States. Please be generous as always
in helping our brothers and sisters across
the country. If you would like, you may contribute directly to tornado relief at
www.catholiccharitiesusa.org.

Collection Report:

Faith Group Study
Join Deacon Jim Agnew on the 1st and 3rd
Wednesday of each month for this new opportunity. We will pray the scriptures for
the coming Sunday using the ancient monastic practice of Lectio Divina, followed by
a group study of Fr. Blake Briton's Reclaiming Vatican II. Our 1st meeting
will be January 19th, 7pm at the rectory. Point of contact is Dcn. Jim
at james.agnew@rcda.org"

Just a gentle reminder… If you are among our
parishioners who receive collection envelopes
and “fly south” every winter, please call the parish office to temporarily suspend your envelopes. These are returned to the Parish Office
and we must pay the postage on them. If you let
us know when you plan on returning, we’ll let
the envelope company know when to restart
sending them to you. Thank you for your cooperation.

The collection total for the Christmas Eve and
Christmas day masses is $7,145.00
The Collection for December 26th is $3,922.00
The Collection for Restoration is $595.00

If you would like to receive offertory envelopes mailed directly to you, please email
the office at cicalban@rcda.org

Albany Diocesan Cemeteries
Please pray for our sick; Tod Fowler, Frank
Therio, Dave Worden, Mary Caluori, John
Travis, James Frueh, Jack Krieger, Jean
Rounds,Fr. William Pape, Fr. Frank O’Connor,
Jeffrey Abraham, Robert Buell, Lucy Apisa, Stephen Beattie, Thomas Bendon, Grace Isabelle
Caruso, Mary Faith Colvin, Patricia Contti, Theresa Cooney, Marc Daniels, John Dare, Jr.,
Denise Degasparis, Michael Dolan, Ann
Doherty, JoAnn DeLucia, Diane Fontanelli,
Janette Fusco, Bernice Girma, Kelly Hemming,
Thomas Bendon, Jean Gutbrodt, Bryan Hanley,
Jacqueline Heisler, Kelly Hemming, Douglas
Hoffeler, Dorothy Jordan, Reny Jose, Bill Keane,
Amy Keegan, James Laung,, Gayle Leonard, Rebecca Leno, Therese Lenz, , Ted Murawski, Marie-Ann Melenfant, John McGrath, Mary Grace
Meneses , Stephanie Merenda, Diane Mueller,
Shane O’Donnell, Catherine Rappazzo, Mark
Roman, Megan Ruthman, Adam Ventura, Sebastian Vicencio, Richard Warner, Raphael
Warner , Mary Redmond

Christmas decoration clean-up in our cemeteries and lots will begin on Saturday, January 15, 2022 within all Albany Diocesan
Cemeteries. Lot owners are requested to
remove any Christmas decorations they
wish to save before January 15th.

Diocesan Appeal helps serve spiritual needs
throughout our 14-county area, and our
own parish by providing technical support,
financial guidance, and training for parish
ministry. All gifts are tax-deductible. We
currently have pledged $25,643 towards are
goal of $67,745
thediocesanappeal.org/donate

*If you are aware of any of the above having
been restored to good health, please call the
Parish Office! Thank you!*
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January 9, 2022
Cathedral Liturgical Celebrations, Meetings
and Mass Intentions for the week of January
8,2022-January 16,2022

Saturday, January 8,
Sunday, January 9,
11:00AM
Mass
Intention: James Magur Sr.
Intention: Frank Carlino
5:00 PM
Mass
Intention: The DiGiulio Family
Intention: Emil Castello
Monday, January 10,
12:15 PM Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Tuesday, January 11,
7:15 AM
Mass
Intention: Repose souls in purgatory
Wednesday, January 12,
12:15 PM Mass
Intention: Barbara Spain
Thursday, January 13,
7:15AM
Mass
Intention: D'Acchille Family
Friday January 14,
12:15PM Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish

Saturday, January 15,
Sunday, January 16,
11:00AM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
5:00 PM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
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January 9,2022

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd:
New Faith Formation Program starting in Albany for grades 1-6. Designed to cultivate a
child's virtue of faith and joy in relationship
with Christ; CGS provides children with a retreat-like setting for learning. Topics will be explored in a beautiful space filled with models of
people, places, and things from Scripture and
the Mass; all designed to engage 6-12 year-olds
in a deeper understanding. This program will
be held on Sunday afternoons from 12:30-2:15
beginning in January. To learn more about Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, visit: https://
www.cgsusa.org/discover/cgs-approach/
For more information and registration, please
contact AndreaRenoCGS@gmail.com.
This does not replace the current more traditional program which not only offers sacramental catechesis (First Reconciliation, First Eucharist and Confirmation) but general catechesis for grades one through twelve.

Mask guidelines in the Cathedral have been updated in accordance with New York State requirements
for all indoor public places that have not implemented a vaccine requirement, and in alignment
with Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommendations for communities with substantial and high
transmission: Since the Cathedral is not implementing a vaccine requirement, every individual two
years of age and older is required to wear a mask
while in the Cathedral.
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