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Mission Statement
We, the worshipping community of the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany, rooted in the Gospel
and the celebration of the Eucharist, seek to make known God’s love in the
world through serving one another, sharing our faith and welcoming all.
Most Reverend Edward B. Scharfenberger, D.D.
Bishop of Albany
Very Reverend Anthony Ligato, Rector
Anthony.Ligato@rcda.org
Reverend Juanito Asprec, Parochial Vicar
Juanito.Asprec@rcda.org
Mr. James M. Agnew, Deacon
James.Agnew@rcda.org
Mr. Timothy J. Kosto, II, Deacon
Timothy.Kosto@rcda.org
Ms. Pilar Dell, Office Manager
Cicalban@rcda.org
Dr. Thomas Fowler, Religious Education
Ffcathedraloftheimmaculateconception.albany@rcda.org
Mr. David G. Ucci, Facilities Manager
dgucci4@gmail.com
Mrs. Kathy Zorian, Bookkeeper
bkcica@rcda.org
Mr. Mark Ciavardoni, Social Services & Food Pantry
Mark.ciavardoni@rcda.org
Patrick Buonocore & Don Riano– Sacristans
Patrick.buonacore@rcda.org

Schedule of Liturgical Celebrations
The Holy Eucharist (Mass)
The Lord’s Day:
Sunday 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Weekdays:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday 7:15 a.m.
Holy Days:
Please check the bulletin and website.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 11:30 a.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m., 4:00 p.m.
and other times by appointment

125 Eagle Street Albany, New York 12202-1718
Telephone: 518-463-4447
Email: CICAlban@rcda.org Website: www.cathedralic.com

We can no longer have our head in the Clouds
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Have you ever woken from a dream, not knowing if the dream was real or not? It is as if your head is caught
up in the clouds, or an even better explanation of the feeling would be, to be cloudy headed. That feeling of
being cloudy headed causes us to question whether we are perceiving reality correctly. Was the dream reality or am I dreaming now, even though I believe myself to be awake. I don’t know about you, but I find myself lying in bed trying to figure out if I am awake or am I still sleeping. This what we are experiencing today,
a dream that we hope we will awake from. Well, the realities of the world today have awakened us from our
own long sleep of indifference. We have had our own heads taken out of the clouds due to the stark realities of life in the world today. War in the Ukraine has awoken us and the nightmare of the pandemic and its
effects on our health and well being has stopped us from daydreaming and has caused us to acknowledge
the realities of our lives.
The Transfiguration Peter, James, and John experienced was not a dream it was an experience of the eternal reality of God. Now certainly they must have thought they were cloudy headed when they experienced
the Transfiguration. Was the transfiguration reality or was it a dream? They were so clouded in their thinking that Peter’s own response to the Transfiguration was not an acknowledgement of the reality that the
Transfiguration represented a foreshadowing of the promise of the Resurrection. “As they were about to
part from him, Peter said to Jesus, Master, it is good that we are here; let us make three tents, one for you,
one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (Luke 9:28-36) Peter wanted to provide tents for Jesus, Moses, and Elijah to stay the night up on that mountain top. That is a good example of being cloudy headed. The Apostles
Peter, James and John experienced the foreshadowing of that transformational grace in Jesus’ transfiguration. They came to see on that mountain top, Jesus transfigured with Moses and Elijah, but they did not understand fully that God’s plan of salvation was being fulfilled and that they were drawing closer to that fulfillment with every step that brought them closer to Calvary and Jesus’ Passion and death on the cross. Jesus’ passion and death would bring about a new covenant which would replace all other covenants that
God made with the people of Israel. Peter, James, and John along with the other Apostles would not understand the great event of the Transfiguration and it full meaning until after Pentecost.
The Lenten season invites us to embrace this once and for all covenant that comes from the suffering,
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ by embracing continual conversion in our lives. Conversion begins
with baptism and continual conversion finds its expression in reconciliation. Through an examination of conscience, we come to understand more profoundly the need for continual conversion in our lives. Through
the sacrament of reconciliation that continual conversion can take root in our lives and the grace that flows
from reconciliation is transformational.
We hear in the first reading from the book of Genesis how Abram (Abraham) and his descendants receive a
covenant from the one true God,” To your descendants I give this land.” God would make further covenants
with his people, especially the Mosaic covenant, the law (the Ten Commandments). When Jesus is transfigured with Moses and Elijah, it is a sign to the Apostles that Jesus is the fulfillment of the law and the prophets. The law was given to unite the people with God, but no law could take away sin and no amount of compliance with the law could make us perfect. The prophetic word of God is what gives life; the spoken word
brought about creation in the book of Genesis and the word made flesh will bring about recreation. It is in
Jesus’ own suffering and death on the cross that we are forgiven our sins, no law could do that and in the
waters of baptism we are recreated, born anew.
In Jesus’ transfiguration we are given a glimpse of that future glory which transforms us into the image
and likeness that God had originally intended from the moment of creation. Through our own embracing of
the cross, we experience conversion and transformation. Let us respond to the invitation that Lent provides
to us and embrace continual conversion in our lives. Conversion begins with baptism, but it does not end
there, through our examination of our consciences, we come to understand more profoundly the need for
continual conversion in our lives. The Transfiguration is not about having our heads caught up in the clouds,
the Transfiguration is about our ability to see the reality of the promised hope of the future resurrection even
as we live with the sufferings of life today; we must see the future glory the cross promises, resurrection!
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Anthony Ligato
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Second Sunday of Lent Ordinary Time
Thank you to the
Schenectady Pipe
Band for joining
us at today’s Pipers Mass! Please
join us after today’s 11:00 am mass for Hospitality.
"Lectio Divina Group"
Join us on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of
each month for this opportunity. We will
pray the scriptures for the coming Sunday
using the ancient practice of Lectio Divina,
we are also reading Fr. Blake Britton's Reclaiming Vatican II. The next meetings are March 2nd & 16th at 7pm. Point of
contact is Dcn. Jim james.agnew@rcda.org
United to our practices of prayer & fasting,
almsgiving makes our Lenten journey complete. Rice Bowls are available at the doors
of the church during Lent. They can be
placed on your dining room/kitchen table. Maybe before joining in the dinner
meal each Lenten evening, children and
adults can share ‘spare change’ with those
Less fortunate. At the end of lent, your spare
change makes a big difference. Return Rice
Bowls on Holy Thursday.
The Season of Lent
The season of Lent focuses on two closely
related matters: the pre-baptismal and the
penitential. The pre-baptismal character is
evident when the parish accompanies
catechumens and elect through the Period of
Purification and Enlightenment as they
prepare to enter the Catholic Church and
receive Baptism, Confirmation and First
Eucharist. Lent’s penitential character is
seen when the baptized reflect upon their
faithfulness to the Gospel, seek God’s mercy
and forgiveness for their failings and the
Holy Spirit’s guidance in following Jesus’
way more closely. All the Lenten practices of
the Catholic Church, such as prayer, fasting
and acts of charity are directed to support
these ends. It is summed up well in the
prayer that is said as the ashes are given:
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“Repent, and Believe in the Gospel.”

Collection Report:
The collection for March 6th was $1,489.00
The Second Collection for Utilities was
$280.00
Thank you to all who give to the Cathedral.

Ukrainian Catholic Moleben Service- Fr.
Mikhail Myshchuk of St. Nicholas Catholic
Church (Ukrainian) in Watervliet will lead
this prayer service at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception on Saturday March
19th at 1:30pm. Come, let's pray together.
Diocesan Appeal
We currently have pledged $39,712 towards are goal of $67,745. There have been
113 gifts given thus far, with the average
gift amount being $351. If you have not yet
pledge your gift for the 2022 Diocesan appeal you can do so online at: thediocesanappeal.org/donate or by mail to the Office of Stewardship & Development | 40 N.
Main Ave., Albany, NY 12203
Please pray for our sick;
Matthew Kryzkowski, Catherine Holmes, Luca
James Holmes,Tod Fowler, Frank Therio, Dave
Worden, Mary Caluori, John Travis, James
Frueh, Jean Rounds, Fr. William Pape, Fr. Frank
O’Connor, Jeffrey Abraham, Robert Buell, Lucy
Apisa, Stephen Beattie, Thomas Bendon, Grace
Isabelle Caruso, Mary Faith Colvin, Patricia
Contti, Theresa Cooney, Marc Daniels, John
Dare, Jr., Denise Degasparis, Michael Dolan,
Ann Doherty, JoAnn DeLucia, Diane Fontanelli,
Janette Fusco, Bernice Girma, Kelly Hemming,
Thomas Bendon, Jean Gutbrodt, Bryan Hanley,
Jacqueline Heisler, Kelly Hemming, Douglas
Hoffeler, Dorothy Jordan, Reny Jose, Bill Keane,
Amy Keegan, James Laung,, Gayle Leonard,
Rebecca Leno, Therese Lenz, , Ted Murawski,
Marie-Ann Melenfant, John McGrath, Mary
Grace Meneses , Stephanie Merenda, Diane
Mueller, Shane O’Donnell, Catherine Rappazzo,
Mark Roman, Megan Ruthman, Adam Ventura,
Sebastian Vicencio, Richard Warner, Raphael
Warner , Mary Redmond

March 13, 2022
Cathedral Liturgical Celebrations, Meetings
and Mass Intentions for the week of March
13,2022-March 20,2022

Saturday, March 12,
9:00AM Mass
11:00PM Baptism
Sunday, March 13,
11:00AM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
5:00 PM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Monday, March 14,
12:15 PM
Mass
Intention: Brendon Baquette
Tuesday, March 15,
7:15 AM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish

Wednesday, March 16,
12:15 PM Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Thursday, March 17,
7:15AM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Friday March 18,
12:15PM Mass
Intention: Mildred VanBuskirk
5:15PM
Stations of the Cross
Saturday, March 19,
9:00AM Mass
1:30PM Ukrainian Moleben Service
Sunday, March 20,
11:00AM
Mass
Intention: D'Acchille Family
Intention: Wendell Neugebauer
5:00 PM
Mass
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March 13, 2022

Lenten Schedule
Masses
Sunday 11am & 5pm
Monday 12:15pm
Tuesday 7:15am
Wednesday 12:15pm
Thursday 7:15am
Friday 12:15pm
Saturday 9am
Sacrament of Confession
M-W-F, 11:30am
Sunday, 10:30am & 4:30pm

Lenten Penance Service- March 29th 7pm
Concurrent with Holy Hour on Wednesday
evenings (5:15pm6:15pm)
Holy Hours of Eucharistic Adoration
5:15pm- Wednesdays
March 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th April 6th.
Stations of the Cross
5:15pm Fridays of Lent
3pm Good Friday
*April 8th Stations are led by members of
the Faith Formation classes.
A Lenten Blessing_____________
May you live these Lenten days with
Mary, in the joyful warm embrace of your
Beloved Christ—knowing that your love,
gratitude and service to others
are sufficient to gladden His heart.
May you hear your Beloved Christ
call you to come apart from daily routine
sometime and rest a while alone with Him
in a place apart—so that your spirit may
be lit with the Resurrection-light
of His radiant love and presence.
May your heart be filled to over-flowing
with Lenten-grace, so that your whole being may sing with new Alleluia-joy on
Easter and everyday thereafter—until
your eternal Alleluia with your Beloved
Risen Christ, Forever!
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