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Mission Statement
We, the worshipping community of the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany, rooted in the Gospel
and the celebration of the Eucharist, seek to make known God’s love in the
world through serving one another, sharing our faith and welcoming all.
Most Reverend Edward B. Scharfenberger, D.D.
Bishop of Albany
Very Reverend Anthony Ligato, Rector
Anthony.Ligato@rcda.org
Mr. James M. Agnew, Deacon
James.Agnew@rcda.org
Mr. Timothy J. Kosto, II, Deacon
Timothy.Kosto@rcda.org
Ms. Pilar Dell, Office Manager
Cicalban@rcda.org
Dr. Timothy Reno, Director of Music
renot@rcda.org
Dr. Thomas Fowler, Religious Education
Ffcathedraloftheimmaculateconception.albany@rcda.org
Mr. David G. Ucci, Facilities Manager
dgucci4@gmail.com
Mrs. Kathy Zorian, Bookkeeper
bkcica@rcda.org
Mr. Mark Ciavardoni, Social Services & Food Pantry
Mark.ciavardoni@rcda.org
Patrick Buonocore & Don Riano– Sacristans
Patrick.buonacore@rcda.org

Schedule of Liturgical Celebrations
The Holy Eucharist (Mass)
The Lord’s Day:
Sunday 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Weekdays:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday 7:15 a.m.
Holy Days:
Please check the bulletin and website.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 11:30 a.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m., 4:00 p.m.
and other times by appointment

125 Eagle Street Albany, New York 12202-1718
Telephone: 518-463-4447
Email: CICAlban@rcda.org Website: www.cathedralic.com

“The quality of mercy is not strained, it droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven”
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
The number of Shakespearian quotes I know could fill a thimble, but there is one Shakespearian quote
I do know, “The quality of mercy is not strained, it droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven.” This quote
from the Shakespearian play, The Merchant of Venice; reveals more about God’s generosity than our
reflection of that mercy in our own lives. That is not to say we are not called to reflect God’s mercy; it
just seems at times that we collect those drops of mercy in a rain barrel and store them away in case a
drought takes hold of us. Well, I think we are suffering from a drought. Mercy seems to be in short supply these days, how else can we explain the ongoing suffering of the people of Ukraine. How could one
people inflict such pain, suffering and death upon another people and not be moved by mercy and
compassion to stop this violence and heinous indifference to the sanctity of life? We need an outpouring of God’ mercy in our hearts and over the entire world.
Mercy is not rationed it is not stored in a rain barrel in case of a future drought. Mercy is not simply kept
for us and those whom we care for. It is to flow freely and is offered to all so that their thirst is
quenched. In Luke 13:1-9 (Cycle C), we hear Jesus calling the faithful to repent of their sins and in the
parable, he shares we see how the quality of God’s mercy is patient and kind, “slow to anger and
abounding in kindness.” Psalm 103:10 (Cycle C) “There once was a person who had a fig tree planted
in his orchard, and when he came in search of fruit on it but found none, he said to the gardener, for
three years now I have come in search of fruit on this tree but have found none. So cut it down. Why
should it exhaust the soil? He said to him in reply, Sir, leave it for this year also, and I shall cultivate the
ground around it and fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future.” Jesus is the gardener, and the Father is
the owner of the orchard. The opportunity for repentance is the theme of Gospel reading from Luke
13:1-9 (Cycle C) as it is in the corresponding Gospel reading from John 4:5-42(Cycle A) of the telling of
the Woman at the Well. In both of these readings the father sends the son to provide the endless opportunities for repentance and as St. Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12, (Cycle C) never
take opportunity of repentance for granted. You never know when it may be too late to repent.
As Shakespeare said, mercy is as plentiful as the rain drops in a rainstorm. It is mercy that provides us
the opportunity to repent. After all Psalm 103:2 (Cycle C) tells us, “The Lord is kind and merciful, he
pardons all your iniquities, heals all your ills.” It is the appreciation of God’s mercy that helps us not to
take it for granted. Mercy then must not be stored away waiting for a dry season, rather mercy must
flow forth as the waters of baptism flow forth from the cross itself. How then do we share those countless drops of mercy that fall from the throne of God?
There are two ways for us to allow the qualities of mercy to fall as a gentle rain in our lives, by living out
the Corporal works of Mercy and the Spiritual works of Mercy. There are seven Corporal works of Mercy and there are seven Spiritual Works of Mercy. These Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy lived
out in our lives become as countless as the rain drops in a rainstorm. So numerous, when put into
practice that we cannot count them.
Corporal Works of Mercy:
Give food to those who are hungering, give drink to those who are thirsting, cloth those who are naked,
welcome the stranger, comfort the sick, bury the dead, give alms to the poor.
Spiritual Works of Mercy:
Council those who are doubting in their Faith, instruct those who are ignorant of their Faith, Council
and Correct the Sinner, Comfort the Sorrowful, forgive injuries, be willing to bear wrongs done to you
patiently, pray for both the living and the dead.
Here is our opportunity to repent by being merciful as our God is merciful. The numerous qualities of
mercy lived out are as countless as the raindrops.
(Continued)
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Third Sunday of Lent Ordinary Time
These countless acts mercies are the Christian Service we are all called to provide to those in need. One
way to share in these acts of mercy is to join our new
Christian Service Committee. Our Christian service
can be seen in acts of mercy such as simply supporting the Cathedral Food Pantry by leaving food in the
Cathedral Food Pantry donation boxes at the entrances. Or you can help support the people of Ukraine by
donating food, clothing, and other needed supplies.
Or donate water to a local community that is struggling with clean water issues. How about provide
clothing for the homeless by donating to City Rescue
Mission or the Thrift Shop at Blessed Sacrament
Church. We can welcome the stranger in the same
way that Jesus welcomed the Woman at the Well to
receive the waters of new life. We can offer those waters of new life by offering the presence of Jesus to all
those who walk through the doors of the Cathedral.
Greet one another as Jesus greeted the Woman at
the Well by saying hello, let’s turn to our neighbor and
to the stranger and say hello. Have you ever thought
about becoming a Eucharistic Minister to the sick and
homebound? We need parishioners to help us in our
new Pastoral Care Ministry by bringing the Holy Eucharist to the homebound, we need parishioners to
volunteer in our Bereavement Ministries which help
with funeral preparation and at the Funeral Liturgies.
You can give alms to the poor by donating to the Cathedral St. Vincent DePaul Society who help those
who have emergency needs. These are only a few
drops of mercy, but there are countless acts of mercy
that we can share with others.
When we are engaged in these corporal acts of mercy, we cannot help but share the Spiritual Works of
Mercy. When someone is suffering, they seek reassurance of Christ’s presence in their lives and by doing so we give them comfort in their sorrow. When
people do not have the opportunity to be educated,
they cannot succeed in life, we must step in and help
people move from ignorance and bring them to
knowledge in Jesus Christ. If we truly care about others, we can’t be afraid speaking the truth and that
means providing people guidance and correct teaching. We may be rejected and sustain injury and persecution. The Spiritual Works of Mercy ask us to bear
these injuries and bear them patiently. We can bear
nothing unless we are a people of prayer; all mercy
begins with prayer.
The qualities of Mercy are not random drops of rain.
Just as God can count every hair on our heads, he
can count every rain drop that falls on our head and
every act of mercy that flows from faith. The true quality of Mercy is the believer who comes to know the
divine mercy of God through repentance and forgiveness. Such mercy and generosity must be
shared.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Anthony Ligato

Collection Report:
The collection for March 13th was $3,041
Thank you to all who give to the Cathedral.
We will take up a special collection on April
3rd for Ukrainian Humanitarian Relief.
St. Vincent DePaul Society
If there is a family or person you know in
our area who needs assistance, please incourage them to call the St. Vincent De
Paul Society “hotline” number for assistance. 518-807-5058
Diocesan Appeal
We currently have pledged $39,712 towards are goal of $67,745. There have been
113 gifts given thus far, with the average
gift amount being $351. If you have not yet
pledge your gift for the 2022 Diocesan appeal you can do so online at: thediocesanappeal.org/donate or by mail to the Office of Stewardship & Development | 40 N.
Main Ave., Albany, NY 12203

Please pray for our sick;
Matthew Kryzkowski, Catherine Holmes, Luca
James Holmes,Tod Fowler, Frank Therio, Dave
Worden, Mary Caluori, John Travis, James
Frueh, Jean Rounds, Fr. William Pape, Fr. Frank
O’Connor, Jeffrey Abraham, Robert Buell, Lucy
Apisa, Stephen Beattie, Thomas Bendon, Grace
Isabelle Caruso, Mary Faith Colvin, Patricia
Contti, Theresa Cooney, Marc Daniels, John
Dare, Jr., Denise Degasparis, Michael Dolan,
Ann Doherty, JoAnn DeLucia, Diane Fontanelli,
Janette Fusco, Bernice Girma, Kelly Hemming,
Thomas Bendon, Jean Gutbrodt, Bryan Hanley,
Jacqueline Heisler, Kelly Hemming, Douglas
Hoffeler, Dorothy Jordan, Reny Jose, Bill Keane,
Amy Keegan, James Laung,, Gayle Leonard,
Rebecca Leno, Therese Lenz, , Ted Murawski,
Marie-Ann Melenfant, John McGrath, Mary
Grace Meneses , Stephanie Merenda, Diane
Mueller, Shane O’Donnell, Catherine Rappazzo,
Mark Roman, Megan Ruthman, Adam Ventura,
Sebastian Vicencio, Richard Warner, Raphael
Warner , Mary Redmond
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March 20, 2022
Cathedral Liturgical Celebrations, Meetings
and Mass Intentions for the week of March
19,2022-March 27,2022

Saturday, March 19,
9:00AM Mass
Intention: Victoria,Maria, Deanna, Steven
and Patrick Mahar
1:30PM Ukrainian Moleben Service
Sunday, March 20,
11:00AM
Mass
Intention: D'Acchille Family
Intention: Wendell Neugebauer
Intention: Florence Brooks
Intention: Holy Souls in Purgatory
5:00 PM
Mass
Intention: Barbara Pickney
Monday, March 21,
12:15 PM
Mass
Tuesday, March 22,
7:15 AM
Mass

Wednesday, March 23,
12:15 PM Mass
Intention: Cesar Osorio
Thursday, March 24,
7:15AM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Friday March 25,
12:15PM Mass
5:15PM
Stations of the Cross
Saturday, March 26,
9:00AM Mass
Sunday, March 27,
11:00AM
Mass
Intention: Francesca Russomanno
5:00 PM
Mass
Intention: Pearl M. Burke
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March 20, 2022

Lenten Schedule
Masses
Sunday 11am & 5pm
Monday 12:15pm
Tuesday 7:15am
Wednesday 12:15pm
Thursday 7:15am
Friday 12:15pm
Saturday 9am
Sacrament of Confession
M-W-F, 11:30am
Sunday, 10:30am & 4:30pm

Lenten Penance Service- March 29th 7pm
Concurrent with Holy Hour on Wednesday
evenings (5:15pm6:15pm)
Holy Hours of Eucharistic Adoration
5:15pm- Wednesdays
March 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th April 6th.
Stations of the Cross
5:15pm Fridays of Lent
3pm Good Friday
*April 8th Stations are led by members of
the Faith Formation classes.

United to our practices of prayer & fasting,
almsgiving makes our Lenten journey complete.
Rice Bowls are available at the doors of the
church during Lent. They can be placed on
your dining room/kitchen table. Maybe before joining in the dinner meal each Lenten
evening, children and adults can share ‘spare
change’ with those Less fortunate. At the end of
lent, your spare change makes a big difference.
Return Rice Bowls on Holy Thursday.

The Annual Cathedral Parish Brunch will be May
1st,2022 at Wolferts Roost
Country Club.
Registration forms can be
found at the entrance way
tables.
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