
POLICY: Mass Intentions for Cathedral Network (including Historic St. Mary’s and St. Francis), March 2025 
 
The practice of requesting a Mass for loved ones is a meaningful Christian tradition; these policies encourage 
parishioners and friends to schedule Masses, while also following the canon law of the Church. 
  
NUMBER OF INTENTIONS PER MASS 

The Catholic Church’s canon law assumes a standard of one intention per Mass (Canon  948: 
“Separate Masses are to be applied for the intentions of those for whom a single offering, although small, has been 
given and accepted.”) One reason is that the priest may then focus on a single intention during each Mass; adding 
more intentions dilutes the priest’s focus on each intention. Second, a small stipend per Mass is a way for the 
faithful to share in the sacrificial aspect of the Mass and contribute toward the priest’s living costs, so avoiding 
multiple Mass intentions (and multiple stipends) avoids the appearance of profiting from the sacraments. 

A 1991 document* from the Vatican reluctantly allows for an exception, where a maximum of 
two Masses per week may have “collective intentions.” For example, when a priest pastors two churches, 
there are fewer Masses available per community. Therefore, I make use of the 1991 exception which 
allows up to two weekly Masses to have collective intentions.  

So out of the Sunday Masses (and holy days of obligation) at our parish network, at least one Mass must 
always be reserved “for the intentions of the People of the Parish” (canon 534), for which no other intention is 
taken; of the remaining Masses, up to two weekly Masses per parish may have two intentions 
maximum. (Collective intentions may be allowed on weekdays and holy days, but there should always be only two 
per week, and priority given to Sundays because the most people attend then.) 

The 1991 document says that a Mass with a collective intention can only be offered when the people who 
pay the Mass-stipend “have been previously explicitly informed and have freely consented to combining their 
offerings in a single offering.” So everyone who asks for a particular Sunday Mass intention should be informed 
that a second intention could be added to that date (again, weekday Masses will generally have a single intention, 
unless the weekend Masses didn’t use up the maximum of two Masses with collective intentions). 
 
Please also note: 

- A $15 stipend, by diocesan policy, is to accompany each Mass request; otherwise, the Mass may 
be offered to the next person who is ready to offer a stipend immediately. A priest may accept a lesser 
offering (or even none) for a Mass, due to a person’s financial difficulties. In place of an almsgiving, a 
requestor may offer a work of charity to express a gift of self to God. If more is offered by the donor than the 
suggested amount, it should be clear whether the donor is requesting only one Mass or several Masses.  
 

- If two people offer Mass intentions for the same intention, it counts as two intentions, as two stipends have 
been paid. Each name is a separate Mass intention (a Mass for John Smith and Jane Doe are two separate 
intentions), unless they are married (e.g., a Mass for married couple Mark and Susan Smith) or a single 
family (e.g., a Mass offered for “the Wojtyla family”). Intentions will be scheduled as close to the requested 
date and time as possible; please give contact information. 
 

- Mass intentions cannot be taken for intentions that are not compatible with the Catholic faith. 
 

- Mass intentions will NOT be taken for Holy Thursday through Easter Sunday, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, 
All Souls’ Day, and Christmas; these Masses are offered for all parishioners. 

 
- If we run out of open dates for Mass intentions, we will send additional Mass intentions to other priests in 

poor communities. Additional stipends from Masses with collective intentions will be consigned to the 
Bishop’s pastoral care of people in need (Canon 951 §1). 

 
A vibrant Marian and Eucharistic devotion can raise up more priests from our parish and diocese; please pray that 
our people may grow in love for the Holy Mass and the priesthood of Jesus Christ! 
 
Peace in Jesus through Mary, 

 
Father Rendell Torres 
Rector of the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, and Pastor of Historic St. Mary’s and St. Francis Parishes 
 
* Norms established by the Congregation for the clergy concerning the practice of Mass stipends (February 22, 
1991); https://www.ewtn.com/library/CURIA/CCLSTIPN.HTM 


