Established 1848

Mission Statement
We, the worshipping community of the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany, rooted in the Gospel
and the celebration of the Eucharist, seek to make known God’s love in the
world through serving one another, sharing our faith and welcoming all.
Most Reverend Edward B. Scharfenberger, D.D.
Bishop of Albany
Very Reverend Anthony Ligato, Rector
Anthony.Ligato@rcda.org
Mr. James M. Agnew, Deacon
James.Agnew@rcda.org
Mr. Timothy J. Kosto, II, Deacon
Timothy.Kosto@rcda.org
Ms. Pilar Dell, Office Manager
Cicalban@rcda.org
Dr. Timothy Reno, Director of Music
renot@rcda.org
Dr. Thomas Fowler, Religious Education
Ffcathedraloftheimmaculateconception.albany@rcda.org
Mr. David G. Ucci, Facilities Manager
dgucci4@gmail.com
Mrs. Kathy Zorian, Bookkeeper
bkcica@rcda.org
Mr. Mark Ciavardoni, Social Services & Food Pantry
Mark.ciavardoni@rcda.org
Patrick Buonocore & Don Riano– Sacristans
Patrick.buonacore@rcda.org

Schedule of Liturgical Celebrations
The Holy Eucharist (Mass)
The Lord’s Day:
Sunday 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Weekdays:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday 7:15 a.m.
Holy Days:
Please check the bulletin and website.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 11:30 a.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m., 4:00 p.m.
and other times by appointment

125 Eagle Street Albany, New York 12202-1718
Telephone: 518-463-4447
Email: CICAlban@rcda.org Website: www.cathedralic.com

“I give you a New Commandment: love one another.”
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you also should love one another.” (John 13:34) In this statement from the gospel of John 13:31-33a,34-35, Jesus tells us who he is by the fact
that he gives us a new commandment. Only God can issue a commandment, such as God did when he gave Moses
the law at Mount Sinai. This new commandment comes about through the Son giving the Father glory and by the Son
giving the Father glory, the Father will glorify the Son. “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in
him.” (John 13:32) We also, are given a share in the glorification of the Father and the Son through the new life of
baptism. “This is how all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:35) If we
have love for one another, we give glory to God by the example of our lives. We then witness to that love by the reflection of that love in our lives.
These are the words Jesus spoke to is disciples on the night before he suffered and died on the cross. Jesus is gracious for he has been benevolent to us through his pouring out his life on the cross. Jesus has been merciful for he
has been compassionate and tender to all offenders. Jesus has been great in kindness for he has called us friends for
he has loved us.
How then is this new commandment, to love one another as the Lord has loved us, lived out in a practical way in our
lives? We can look to the Psalm for this Sunday for guidance, “The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and
great in kindness. The Lord is good to all and compassionate toward all his works.” (Psalm 145:8-9) The psalm tells us
who the Lord is by what the Lord does. The psalm tells us who we are when we live out this new commandment Jesus has given us. If we are to love as Jesus loves, we then are called to be gracious, merciful, slow to anger, great in
kindness and compassionate in all our works as our Lord Jesus Christ.
The definition to be merciful is to be compassionate, tender, to be disposed toward pity for offenders, to be forgiving. Compassion is necessary for the Christian. Does our compassion reflect the compassionate heart of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus which was poured out for us all on the cross? The tender mercy of God is seen in the cross because
God through his son, is disposed toward having pity for the offender. Our hearts are to be filled with pity for the
offender and the sinner as the Sacred Heart of Jesus is filled with pity.
To be gracious means to be courteous, kind, and pleasant. We know that God is courteous because God is benevolent, for Jesus reveals who God is for us. So, we ask ourselves, are we courteous to others? God’s benevolence is a
sign of God’ generosity. Are we benevolent toward others by being generous of heart? God is kind because God is
merciful and forgiving, we see that mercy and forgiveness poured out on the cross. Are we kind, are we tenderhearted and tolerant of others or are we hardhearted and intolerant of others?
Jesus reveals himself is today’s gospel as the Son of Man, (John 13:32) the Son of Man is the just judge. We are to be
just as Jesus is just. Our gracious God is pleasant, these words that God inspired are the sign of a pleasant God. Do
the words we speak reveal a pleasant demeanor? Are our words inspired by the Gospels or are our words simply gossip which in no way can be of God. Because the Lord has given us a new commandment to love as God loves, our
words should be the words of the Gospels which are life giving. When our words are not life giving then they most
likely are words based in gossip. The words which come from gossip destroy life.
Paul and Barnabas proclaimed the good news of the gospel message throughout the Mediterranean region. They
provided an example of kingdom living by gospel simplicity. Gospel simplicity is faithfully lived out by living faithfully,
in our lives, Jesus’ new commandment which he gave his disciples, to love as Jesus loves. “They strengthened the
spirits of the disciples and exhorted them to persevere in faith saying, it is necessary for us to undergo many hardships to enter God’ kingdom” (Acts:14:21-27) We are not to become discouraged by difficulties but lead others in
faith and hope as Paul and Barnabas had called members of the communities they founded to do. The kingdom is
made present by our example of Jesus presence in our lives. That new kingdom can be seen today as we prepare for
its fullness when Christ comes in the fullness of his glory. “I John saw a new heaven and a new earth. The former
heaven and former earth had passed away.” (Rev. 21:1-5) Jesus’ new commandment lived out in us brings about
God’ kingdom.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Anthony Ligato
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Fifth Sunday Of Easter
The parish family of the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
extends sincere condolences to the family of those
who have died, especially

Collection Report:
The collection for was May 8th $1,934.00

Dorothy Sokol

“Grant them, O Lord, we pray, and all who sleep in
Christ, a place of refreshment, light and peace.”

You are invited to walk as a member of our
Cathedral Social Services & Food Pantry
Team to fight hunger. Our Cathedral CROP
Hunger Walk will be held on May 15th
(TODAY!) at 12:30. We will meet in front of the
Cathedral on Eagle Street and walk at the Empire State Plaza.

Next week, we will take up the Collection for
the Church in Central and Eastern Europe.
This collection supports the Church in over
20 countries that are still struggling to recover in the aftermath of communist rule.
Funds from this collection support pastoral
care, catechesis, building renovations, and
seminary formation. Your support restores
the Church and builds the future in this
region. Please prayerfully consider how you
can support the collection next week.
First Eucharist

We are pleased to announce that Sr. Laurie Marie
Parisi will be joining the Cathedral Parish Staff as
our new Pastoral Associate for Pastoral Care beginning July 5, 2022. Sr. Laurie Marie will be replacing Mark Ciavardoni as Director of the Cathedral Food Pantry. Along with her responsibilities as
Director of the Cathedral Food Pantry, Sr. Laurie
Marie will establish a pastoral care ministry program and a Christian Service outreach program for
the Cathedral Parish. We look forward to welcoming Sr. Laurie and wish Mark well on his future
endeavors.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Beginning May 3, 2022, the Cathedral Food
Pantry will be open from Tuesdays through
Fridays from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon. As a result of the expanded hours, we are in need of
volunteers to assist with the management and
distribution of food for clients visiting our Pantry. For more information or to volunteer
please email the Cathedral office at: cicalban@rcda.org
Lectio Divina group will meet May 18th, and
June 1st at 7pm.
During the next few weeks we will have several
guest priest help cover our mass’s while Fr.
Ligato is away. Many thanks to Fr. Edward
Deimeke, Fr. Daniel Quinn, Fr. Frank O’Connor, Fr. Charles Onyeneke for their assistance!
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Today at the 11:00 am mass we welcome,
Belinda Sinneh, Lorinda Sinneh, Jarred Meren, Julia Meren and Jeremy Meren to the
Table of the Lord. Please extend that welcome and keep them in your prayers.
Diocesan Appeal
We currently have pledged $51,064.00 towards our goal of $67,745.
Please pray for our sick;
Matthew Kryzkowski, Catherine Holmes, Luca
James Holmes,Tod Fowler, Frank Therio, Dave
Worden, Mary Caluori, John Travis, James
Frueh, Jean Rounds, Fr. William Pape, Fr. Frank
O’Connor, Jeffrey Abraham, Robert Buell, Lucy
Apisa, Stephen Beattie, Thomas Bendon, Grace
Isabelle Caruso, Mary Faith Colvin, Patricia
Contti, Theresa Cooney, Marc Daniels, John
Dare, Jr., Denise Degasparis, Michael Dolan,
Ann Doherty, JoAnn DeLucia, Diane Fontanelli,
Janette Fusco, Bernice Girma, Kelly Hemming,
Thomas Bendon, Jean Gutbrodt, Bryan Hanley,
Jacqueline Heisler, Kelly Hemming, Douglas
Hoffeler, Dorothy Jordan, Reny Jose, Bill Keane,
Amy Keegan, James Laung,, Gayle Leonard,
Rebecca Leno, Therese Lenz, , Ted Murawski,
Marie-Ann Melenfant, John McGrath,, Stephanie
Merenda, Diane Mueller, Shane O’Donnell,
Catherine Rappazzo, Mark Roman,
Megan
Ruthman, Adam Ventura, Sebastian Vicencio,
Richard Warner, Raphael Warner , Mary Redmond

May 15, 2022
Cathedral Liturgical Celebrations, Meetings
and Mass Intentions for the week of May
14,2022-May 22,2022

Saturday, May 14,
9:00AM Mass
11:00AM Baptism
2:30PM Wedding
Sunday, May 15,
11:00AM Mass– First Eucharist
12:30PM Baptism
12:30PM Crop Walk
5:00 PM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Monday, May 16,
12:15 PM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
Tuesday, May 17,
7:15 AM
Mass
Wednesday, May 18,
12:15 PM Mass
Thursday, May 19,
7:15AM
Mass
Friday May 20,
12:15PM
Mass
Saturday, May 21,
11:00AM Diaconate Ordination
6:00PM Speaker Patricia Sandoval

Sunday, May 22,
11:00AM Mass
Intention: Ronald Clippinger
2:00PM
Confirmation
5:00 PM
Mass
Intention: Deceased members of the Cathedral Parish
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May 15, 2022

This year four of the 12 Cathedral Pastoral Advisory Council terms are open for discernment. Parishioners to fill these three-year term vacancies will be
called forth from the parish at large through nominations submitted in writing.
We ask the Cathedral community, guided by the inspiration and guidance of the Holy Spirit, to call
forth additional parishioners to serve on the Council at this time. These parishioners, who may include yourself, can be nominated by completing a
nomination form. The forms can be found at the entrances and in the pews and may be returned in the
collection basket or mailed, faxed, or dropped off at
the rectory. All nomination forms should be returned by May 20, 2022.
This year nominated parishioners will be notified
and invited to complete membership discernment
and seating on Tuesday, June 21st, at 6:00 PM.

Mass Schedule Update!
In view of the popularity of the
9:00am Saturday Mass, we will continue
9:00am Saturday morning mass through the
Easter season. We will then celebrate
First Saturday Mass each month at 9:00am to allow the faithful to make their
First Saturday devotion to the Blessed Mother. 4B

